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Of all SECTS and SORTS, 


HE mad-cap Zealots of this 

Bigot Age, intending to monut 
Heaven, Elias-like, in Zeals 

fir-yChariot, do, like fooliſh 

Phaeton, .#* Aly fall themſelves front - 

fd 9% ſeat, but, bs their f=*0u8 
over-drivine, invelop the World in un- 
qwenchable do; and when they 


2 have 
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have ſet the whole Globe on a blaze, this 
they term a new Light. It is re- 
markable in Scripture, that Jehu, who 
drove furiouſly, and called up Jehona- 
dab to ſee what zeal he had for the houſe 
of God, we as even at that inſtant,doing 
it more wrong than ever was done to it 
by unconcerned Gallio, who flantingly 
cared for none of theſe things. And 
that none of all the Apoſtolic Con- 
clave defired ever fire might rain from 
above upon mis-believers; except the 
Sons of ZTebedee; who immediately 
thereafter , arrived at that pitch of 
Vanity, as to deſire to fit in Heaven up- 
on Chriſt"s right and left hand. And that 
Peter, who was the firſt who drew 
a Sword in his Maſters quarrel, was 
likewiſe the fir who denyed him. Fiery ff 
Leal blows ſoon up ſuch combuſtible F)* 
matter,the Sons of Lebedeeand that flaſh 
being ſpent and evaporated, a fall fol- i 
lows, as befell Peter. As that Bo-Ii 
dy is hardly curable, which entertains 
ſuch ill-ſnited Neighbours as a cold Sto- 
mach and an hot Liver; So, the Body of 
the 
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the viſible Church may be now concluded 
fo be in a very diſtempered condition , 
mna- | when it's Charity waxeth cold, and its 
houſe Zeal hot, beyond what is due to either ;, 
oing || 424 thoſe feveriſh fits f unnatural 
to it | Leal, wherewith the Church is troubled 
in it's old and cold Age, betokens 
too much that it draws near it's laſt 
period, 

The unconſiderableneſs likewiſe of our 
t the (drfference , and inconſideratneſs where- 
iately with they are purſued , induces me to be- 
h of £/ieve, that the Zeal now A-la-mode, is 
x up- [19t that Holy Fire which is kindled by a 
! that (C04! from the Altar; but 3s that ignis 
drew (atuus, or wild-fire , which is but a 

was Meteor piecd up of Malignant Vapors, 
Th * ; d is obſerved to frequent Churchyards 
tible ftner than other places. 

iſh I am none of thoſe who acknowledge 

' fol. Temples, beſides thoſe of their own 
+ Bo. Wicads. 4nd I am of Opinion , that 
tains Wh 45 think that they have a Church 
1 Sto. (pithin their own Breaits , ſhould like- . 
ody of iſe believe their heads are Steeples, and 

"the Þ ſhould provide them with Bells. I 


belier 
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believe that there is a Church-militant, 
which, like the Ark muſt lodge in its 
Bowels all ſuch as ars to be ſaved from 
the flood of condemnation ; but, to chalk, 
out its bordering lines, is beyond the 
Geographpy of my Religion. He was 
infallible who compared God's Spirit to 
the Wind that bloweth where it liſt- 
eth;z we hear the ſound of it, but 
know not whence it comes, or 
whirher it goeth. And the Name 
graven upon the White ſtone, none knows 
but he who hath it. Eli concluded Han- 
nah to be drunk, when ſhe was pouring 
out her Soul before her Maker : and 
Elias believed, that the Church, in his 
days, was ſtinted tohis own Perſon; and 
yet God told him, that there were 7000. 
inI{racl who had not bowed their knees to 
Baal:why ther: ſhould any privateChriſtian 


determine Magiſterially,that wherein thi 
greateſt of Prophets erred ? 
The reed wherewith the Temple was ti 
Ee meaſured Rev.11.2.w4as only —m_ 
to an Angel ;, and yet he had not in Com 
miſſionto meaſure the Court that waz 
with- 
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without, becauſe it was given to the 
Gentiles. And albeit, Rev. 7. the mm- 
ber of the Jews who were ſaved is deter- 
mined yet.the number of Gentiles is left 

indefinite, and ſaid to be numberleſs. 
There is nothing more ordinary than for 
each Nation to conſme the Church within 
themſelves. And in that Nation again, one 
corner will have themſelves the Sanctum 
Sanctorum ofthat only Temple; albeit our 
Saviour in his Goſpel aſſures us, that men 
ſhall come from all corners of the World, 
and fit down with Abraham, Iſaac &-Ja- 
cob.4rdJohn in his Revelation tells ws, 
that Multitudes of all Nations, Kindreds 
and Families,were ſeen following theL amb. 
Upon this ſame block do thoſe likewiſe 
ſtumble, who put the bolt of their unchari- 
tableneſs upon the Gates of Heaven,to de- 
bar whole Profeſſions,ſuch as Lawyers and 
8 Phyſttians, from ent ring in thereat ;, not- 
| withſtanding that the above cited place 
tells #4, that therewere only 1200. of the 
Tribe of Levi the Prieſt-choſer, and the 
like number was prick. d in the Tribe of 
Judah,the Lawgiver : Aaron the Priejt 
A 4 drd 
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did mold the golden Calf, and not 
Moſes the Judge; and Korah and 
Dathan were Levites, and yet mutined 
againſt their Magiſtrates. 

T ſay not this to diſparage that holy 
Funttion : For none ſhall wiſh Aaron's 
rod to flouriſh more than my (elf and 
ordinarily, thoſe who love not to touch 
the Lord's annointed , will likewiſe be 
ſure, to do his Prophets no harm ;, but, I 


ſay it to take off an aſperſion which hath | 
ftain'd too long, and too nnjuſtly, thoſe | 
of my own Profeſſion. Is not the Church | 
our common Mother ? albeit, I confeſs, | 


ſhe is like-wiſe their Nurſe, in a more 
particular way; and ſince there is 


Heavenly Mannah enough to aliment 
ws all, why ſhould Chriſtians deny to 


admit their Brethren to an equal partage® | 
It gricves me ſore to ſee my Mother, 
the Church, torturd, like Rebecca, by 


carrying ſirueling Twins in her pained 


Bowels. And ſeeing all Chriſtians are g 
but Pilerims here, I admire that thoſe | 


Pilgrims ſhould leave off to journey, and 
ſtand Shirmiſhing and fighting with 


$ 


4 


alt © 
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all ſuch as will not travel theirRoad. 
And albeit we acknowledge , that the 
Spirit of God takes pains, and is ſuf- 
ficient for leading all men in the way 
wherein they ſhould walk ; yet, we muſt 
compell them, as if either He needed- 
ed our help, or we reſolved to ſhare 
with hine the Glory of their Converſion. 
Thus God (who loves us all infinitely 
better than any one of us doth another ) 


| leaves us, upon our own hazard, a free- 


dom in our choice, albeit we poor Miſ- 
creants compell one another, denying to 
our fellow-creatures that freedogs which 
he allows all the Creation. I wiſh we 
would conſider how each man eats, 


) drinks,cares for his family,and performs 


all common dutys , rationally enough 


| without any compulſion 3 and yet, in the 
affaires of Religion, wherein doubtleſs 
' man is led by a far more infallible ajſt- 
1 ſtance, there are many ſlips committed, 


dayly and groſly, notwithſlanding all 
pains taken, and force uſed by one man 
towards another. Thus it om with us 


as with Patients, whom when the Phy- 
Han 
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tian ſtints to a narrow dyet, then they 
loath ever _ which their unreined 
Appetite world never have rejedted. And 
#his makes me apt to believe, that i f Laws 
end Law-civers did not make Heretics 
vain, by taking too much notice of their 
extravagancys, the World ſhould be no 
no more troubled with theſe, than they 
are with the Chimera's of Alchymiſts 
and Philoſophers. And it fares with 
them , as with Tops, which , how long 
they are ſcoarged, keep foot and run plea- 
ſantly, bat fall how ſoon they are negleF- 
ed and {ft tothemſelves. 

In order to which it was wittily obſer- 
wed by our great King James the Sixth, 
that the Puritans of his Age ſtrove with 
him, and yet ceded at firſt, in a differ- 
ence between them and the Shoe-makers 
of Edingburg : For, not only pleaſes it 
their humor to contend where they gain 
honor and can loſe none , but likewiſe, 
by conteſting with Monarchs, they mag- 
nifie to the People their pious Conrage : 
aſſuring the World, that ſuch —_ 
require a particular aſſiſtance from Hea- 
ven 
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ven; and when their jangling hath ex- 

torted ſome conceſſions fron the Magi- 

ſtrate, (as ordinarily it doth) then they 

preſs that ſucceſes as an infallible oy 
the Jure-divinoſhip of their quarrel. 

Albeit, I confeſs, that when theſe, not 

only recede from the Canonized Creed of 
the Church, but likewiſe incroach upor 

the Laws of the State, then, as of all 0- 

thers, they are the mot dangerous; ſo, 

of all others, they ſhould be moſt ſeverely 

prniſhed. 

Opinion kept within its proper bounds, 
is a pure att of the mind: and ſo it 
would appear, that to puniſh the body for 
that which is a guilt of the Soul, is as 
wnjuſt as to puniſh one relation for ano- 
ther. And this blood-thirſty zeal, which 
hath reigned in our Age, ſ:ppoſes our moſt 
merciful God to be of the ſame temper 
with thoſe Pagan Deitics,who deſered to 
have their Altars gored with blood 5, and 
being Devils themſelves. delighted in the 
—_— of men:whereas the Almighty, 
who delight.c not in the death of a ſonner, 
but rather that he ſhould repent and - 

at 
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hath left no Warrant upon holyRecord,for 
perſecuting ſ*ch as diſſent from us z but 
even then when He commands that the 
Prophets, who tempt other to Idolatry, 
ſhould be ſlain 5, yet, ſpeaks He nothing of 
puniſhing of thoſe whe are ſeduced by them. 
And why ſhould we ſhew ſo much Violence 
w2 thole things whereof we can ſhew no cer- 
tain Evidence ? as ordinarily we cannot 
in circumfundamental Debates. Are we 
210t ready to condemn to day, as Phana- 
tic , what yeſterday was judged Jure- 
divino? And do not even thoſe who per- 
ſecuted others for their Opinions, admire 
why they ſhould be, upon that ſcore, Per- 
ſecuted themſelves  Sothat (Viory de- 
pending upon event ) we legitimate the 


Perſecutions, to be uſed by others, againit 


our ſelves, by the Perſecutions uſed by our 
bpm, others. Do rank 5 bids 
us to pluckup the tares,leaſt the Wheat be 
pulled up with it 5, and how can the moſt 
pious Perſecutors know, that the Saints 
are not deſtroyed with the Sinners 2 

It is remarkable,that our Saviour diſar- 
med zealous Peter, even when he was 


ſerving 


a. - a a. a. oe. oa.a-  . Re. te. 
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ſerving Him in Perſon, in His greate 

ſtraits, a1 againſt the profligat of His 
Enemies, the Jews: and that to prevent 
the irregular zeal, even of the firſt and 
beſt of Chriſtians, the bleſſed Apoitles, 
5th Purdy ri it fito arm 
them: not with Swords, but with Scrips, 
and to root out of their hearts all thoughts 
of violence, did op inculcate to then, 
that His Kingdom was not of this 
World; convincing then by an excell- 
ent Argument, that He had no need of 
Armes, or Armyes ; for elſe He could 
have commanded thouſands of Angels. 
Did ever God command the Tewes to 
War againſt any neighboring Nation 
becauſe they were Pagans ( a quarrel 
which would have lated till all the 
World had been conquered ) Or, did 
our Saviour leave in Legacy to his Ser- 
wants, that they ſhould force others to 
turn Proſelytes? which doubtleſſe he had 
done, if he had reſolved to allow ſuch a 
rude mean of Converſion. All which 
makes me admire,why,in our latetroubles, 


men really Pious, and naturally ſober, 
could 
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could have been ſo tranſported, as to de- 
ftroy whom they could not conMAuce,and to 
perſuade thoſe who were convinced", that 
Religion obliged them to deſtroy others. 
My heart bleeds when I confider how 
ſcaffolds were dyed with Chriſtian blood, 
and the fields covered with the Car- 
caſſes of murthered Chriſtians, and its 
probable, that there were more damned 
by unprepared deaths, in the fields, than 
were ſaved by peeping Sermons in in- 
cendiary Churches 5, and in this, I ad- 
mire the Clemeney of our Royal Maſter, 
who, albeit His cauſe was more juſt 
than theirs, albeit He might have con- 
vinced them by obtruding to them their 
own Praiſes : yet, hath rather choſen 
to command with Fis Scepter than His 
Sword. But, if the glory of God were 
the mark, at whith theſe do level, why 
beſtow they not their zeal, rather in 
Converting ſuch as ſcarce know or ack: 
nowledge that there is a God £ And 
why are they more enraged againſt thoſe 
who agree with them in moi# things, 
than theſe who diſſent from then: in all ? 


Take | 
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Take not Chriitians more pains to refute 
one another , than to convince Gentiles? 
And ſtand not ſome Epiſcopiits and 
Presbyterians at greater diſtance, than 
either do with Turks and Pagans 2 
And to evidence, that rather Humor 
than Piety occaſions our difference, we 
may eaſily perceive, that the meaner the 
Subje# is, the heat is always the 
igreater. 

If I had ever known ſo much as 
one whoſe faith had been the Trophy 
of a debate, T ſhould allow of debates, 
mw matters of Religion : But ſeeing 
en cannot be convinced by Mira- 
les, it were ridiculous to preſe Con- 
erſron by Arguments, All the Di- 
ines in Europe could not preſs the 
ſt founded of their Controverted and 
lemic truths , with ſo much Scripture, 
or ſo many Miracles as our bleſſed Sa- 
piour did His own divinity (which 
gs the foundation of all Truths) And 
et the Jews and almoſt all the world 
ides, ſlighted this infallible DoGrine; 
ind to evidence that there is a ſeaſon 

0 


f 
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of Grace, independent frow: Arguments, | 
did not many thouſands turn Proſelytes | 

at Peters —— whom all our Savi- || | 
ours Homilies and Miracles could not 
perſuade « If one ſhould ſay, that the 
teſtimony of a few Fiſher-men ſhould not | 
be believed in a matter of ſo great con” | 
ſequence, asis the Salvation of the whole 
Word » eſpecially when they did depone | - 
as Witneſſes, in a matter wherein both || 
their honor and livelyhood was con- 
cerned, might not this Stagger ſome | 
mean Chriſtians > And yet T believe theſe | 
Truths ſo nmch the more, becauſe ſuch | 
as theſe were its firſt aſſerters 5, for, cer- 
#ainly it is one of the greateſt of Miracles, 
that ſo few. and ſo illiterate perſons were \ ſti 
able to convince the whole world.Thus we Be 
ſee, that one may account that a Miracle, | 
which another looks upon as a folly 5, and 
yet none but God's Spirit can decide the” -- 
Controverſte. Matters of Religion and oth 
Faith, reſembling ſome curions Pitures, $*% 
and Optick P riſmes X which ſeene fo reri 
change ſhapes and colors , according to 
the ſeveral ſtances from which the aſpi-\ 


p 
cient views them. The 
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ns, 1 The ballance'of our judements- hith 
yes || catched fuch 'a bruiſe by*\Adams fall, 
avi- | that ſcarce can we, by them, know the 
not | weight of any areument. *: But, which: 74 
the worſe, there is as great 4 defect in our 
' not || partial weighing, as in the ſcales them 
con- |} ſelves : For, "when we take" either tha 
hole || pro.or con of . any Controverſie into owy 
pore | Patronage, we throw always in. Argu- 
both || ments into that. ſcale, wherein" our own 
con- 3 Opinion les; without ever taking leiſure 
ſome |} to conclude imtiat may be alledged. for the 
theſe $ antipode Propoſition +. and'then,. when 
ſuch $ woe receivevan anſuver,” or invention 
 cer- * ps buſted, not m7 pondering” howv: much 
les, * convition it hath in it, but by vohat 
© ſlight it may be anfovered; and thus 
either -paſſum, ' intereſt 7 frequent me- 
ditation, are till the vwveights which caſt 
3 the Ballance. 
'* . Thes fiery Zeal hath likewiſe made an 
other pimple flaſh.ont in. the face of the 
ures, LPhanatick, Church, and that is,” a con- 
» to(Qcert that the Saints have then only right 
o-all God's Creatures,” the Wicked being 
;. Ronly Uſurpers aud yy Maſters of _ 
os ut 
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But I have heard this” Opintidie ( op - 
< E #)  ponſoted by\ Balkam's Aſe, | 3ut 
ho conld-#eN: it's Maiter, Am not.[ | by: 
thite own Aſſe> When Aron and | at 
dhe people dil Covenant. withoat Moſes, | an 
ther every : man did bring." his. ear-rings | ms 
66: make. up. the Golder Calf. \. And wel Ch 
bevedived:in ar Age; wheraimwe have | lp: 
ſeor' our. Countrey--nen, lake.the Chal- | co: 
deans. . take: the firnitare bath of the} co: 
- e aield afithe Kirig'r Honff,and car> | W 
thent anay\xo their <Balvylon:vf.con+f in 
kin: $.Iudax at: Age. whtrene. ſober 
eeto.were farced-to lend:monies, to buy 
for their wwe” a ſpeckſere f 
Savrrys' ' wy , 
SYTHTTV, 
Tan. Arligis pott faders mas 


I lorum. Sign ICE 


v1. Religitnldabtleſs _— 8 ot wo pre 
oof Fans 4\pre\ vodche (Cable, hv 
B16 a \awdor & 
Awother 5-40 adle as; like bo ithe 
ſecond Table, lone or Nidbbotr; Pry 


tobe 4 meer vb ſetthe nll theſe. yanuſts 
bg i a 


A 
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and coxpeſce all theſe animoſities thich, 
—— - :! and this appears 
bythe Doxoloey or by 'the *&ngels 
at. oun Saviexr"s birth , Glory to (ads 
and;\peace and .good-will towards 
men.” . &ud therefare, 4s every, qrivate 
Chriitian ſhould be tolerated by hix-fel- 
low-ſabjeFs, to worſhip (God inwerdly &- 
cording to his Conſcience; So ll ſhould 
conſpire in that exteriour unifornety of 
Worſhip, which the Laws of his Coumntrey 
injoysr... . The firſt remar — 
nadeaf us after the Creation,” was | 
it was..ngt fit for man to ba alanes 
there wes only one. Ark, amrongſt the Jews 
by Gods own qppdintmrent. - Ayd jet 
ing the Goſpel terws.the Church Ghviſts 
Spouſe, it were abſurd to think that: Ha 
will divorce from ber. upox everyerror.oh 
eſcapes; « tſpecially,, » ſeeing (His bleſſed 
#16th bath told ns, that under the (oſe 
pel it 'is not lawful to dyvarce uper all 0c- 
caſiqns. and if He will nat, for theſg deny 
ber #0 be His Spouſe, much leſſe' ſhould we. 
derty her :to be our Mother, . Moy \ub 
oue,, who is convinced in his judgment, 

B 2 that 
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that Monarchy is the beſt of Governments 
live happily in Venice or Holland ? 
And that Travailer were abſurd, -who 
would rather ſquable with theſe a- 
mongſt whom he ſojourns, then obſerve 

e. Rites and Solemnities which are 
required by theLaws of the places where he 
lives © What is once ſtatuted by a Law , 
we allconſent to, in chooſing Comiſſtoners 
8&> repreſent us in theſe Parliaments 


where” the Laws are made ;, and. ſo if, 


they ordain us to be decimated, or to 
leave the Nation if we conform not, we 
earinov ſay, when that Law is put to ex- 
eemion, that we are oppreit ; no more 


then we could complain, if one did re- 


#0ve us legally from theſe Lands which 


be purchaſed from our Truftee, whomewe 
I eeFe ſell it. 4 

' As David ſaid to Saul, 1 Sam: 26. 
20. Miby went the King out to catch a 
Flea 8 $o may ] ſay to our great'Di- 
vines, Why contravert they about ſha- 
dows'? Is it fit that Chriſtians, 'who 
findl i#t too great atask to governtheir 
private Souls, ſhould be ſo mmch con- 


cerned 
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cerned how the Church is governed by 0- 
thers > Wherefore, ſeeing many have been 
ſaved who were moſt inexpert in theſe 
queſtions, and that fooliſh zeal, paſſion, 
and too much curiofitie therein, hath dams 
ned many, I may conclude, that to-pry 
into theſe, is neither neceſſary, becauſe of 
the firſt, nor expedient,becanſe of the laſt. 

Since diſcretion opened my eyes, 1 
have always judg'd it neceſſary for 4 


Chriſtian, to look oftner to his PraQtice » /; 


of Piety, than t9 Confeſſion of Faith z 
and to fear more the crookedneſs of his 
will, than: the blindneſs of his judgment 
delighting more to walk on from grace to 
grace,working out the work of his own ſal- 
vation with fear and trembling, than 
to ſtand ſtill with the Gahleans curi- 
ouſly gazing up to heaven. | True Reli- 
gion and undefiled is to viſit the Widow 
and the Fatherleſſe; and the dittay drawn 
up againſt the danmed ſpirits ſhall be, That 
when our Saviours = = _ = 
ry, they did not feed them ;, when 

= ax they fs not cloath them 
without mentioning any thing of their nn- 

B belief 
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belief in. matters of Comtrovenſie, or Go- 
verkment. And therefore T hape, that 
theſe to whom Þ. addreſs my ſelf. in this 
Diſconrſe, will rather believe me to be 
their . friend, becauſe: of thei? Piety,. than 
thein enemy, becauſe of their Errors. 
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"CHAP, Li 


. Of dbivifon. 


Lheit Man bebuta Statue of ® JA. 
duſt yg _ tears, 
moved by the hid .Enguies 

| of his les 'Paſhons; a 

dod of Earth, which the fhorteft Fes 

ver-can burn to:Afhes; and the leaf 

vr 7 m— waſh away to no» 

B 4 thing 


HE 
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thing3 Yet makes he as much noiſe | 
in the world, as if both" the 'Glubes | 
(thoſe glorious Twins) had been un- 
wombed frotn” that formleſs Choas, | 
by the Midwifry of his wits he | 


ſpeakes thunder , looks lightnings, xc 


breathes ſtorms,and,by the Eloquence 
of ts own Varſtty , "perſuades him- | 
elf that biscommands are able to un- 
hinge the Poles. From which bound- | 
leſs pride,I confidently conclude, that | 


if a natural inftinft, or as the Stoicks I% 


term it, Tos Toy geor,had not irrefiſtibly , 
bowed his Faith to aſſent to a Deity, | 
he had never, neither upon deſign | 


nor in complyance to cuſtom (as A- IÞþ« 


theiſts alledge)ſuffer*d to creep into 
his Creed, that there was one greater 
than himſelf, who could rein his Af- 3 
fetions, and bound their affe&ts, ac- 
cording to'the dictates of his irreſiſti» ? 
ble will. © | - 4 
- And albeit Regiments bfi Arguments, 

levyed: both -from the ſtavely fabrick J 


of Heavens arched Pend;: and from 3 


the inimitable Embroidery 'of Earths Þ 


flowry } 


Or Stgick. 3 
oue Rowry-Boul,be requiſite for conquer- 
ubes KÞng:the infidelity of others, and- for 
un- Fendering them Tributaries to that 


oas, gll-formingEflence:Yet,doth my faith 
; he Fender up the arms of its depraved 
ngs, Feaſon, and turn Proſelyte to this di- 
nce ſhine truth, upon the ſole fight of one. 


Ftheſe dying Atheiſts 3 who, upon 
un- any. ſurpriſal, do, with amazement, 
nd- throw up their eyes to Heaven, as if 
hat ſhey ſent their looks in Ambaſlage to 
cks {beg alliſtance from thence ; and cry 
bly £4 ſave we, as it thele beaſtly ſouls, 
Ity, When attacqued unexpettedly, knew 
ign hence their health were to be ex- 


umM- 


A- peted': Like to other ſick Brutes, 
1to Who when aſſaulted by ſickneſs, are, 
ter Þþy the hand of that fame ſtorge and 
Af- Jnſtin&, led to ſome herb or flower, 


hich is an Apothecary's ſhop ap- 
Pointed by nature for them. 
| Neither think I theſe Arguments 
Ivhich are twiſted together of three 
Propoſitions ſo ſtrong as theſe Inſtincts 
&re; where truth, like the Sun, ſeems 


$0 dart home its light in one unper- 
: ceivable 


AC- 


tz 


ts, 
ck 
MN 
ths 
ry 


As 
ceivable A&, whereas in theſe, pur- 
blind natnre may be miſtaken, 'not 
only judging of the Trath of exther of 
the three parts, but -Hkewiſe of their 
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connexion and altance. 


upon'Earth,by 


ſach ke 


preſſion was rather a 


an eſcape; rather-a produt of 'a ra-# 
tional ſonl, than of depraved cuſtomz} 
for as it wasm it ſelf a divine truth, | 
ſo it wasin him contra 


habit. 


I know that 
that mſcreant, who began his Hell 
| being burnt at Tholouſe 
for Theorick Atheiſme, did, upon his 
firſt approach totheFire, - cry, OGod: 
Wheretpon, being taxt by the affiſt- 
ing Jefint, anſwered, that theſe and | 
expreffions were the off. 
pring of caſtorti : But poor 
might have conſidered, that ſeemyg 
he had crept from his cradke into 
that error, and hall yan his glaſs to 
its laſt ſand, 1n propagating that hel- 
hſh conceit3 That therefore this ex- 


ry to 4 fefled 


Theres another Caball of Athiefts, 
who think that this Belief wag/at fieſt 


OF Stoich.- 3 
but the quamt Legbr-de-rwain of forne 
ſtrongly-pated Statef-mani; who- tb 
over-awe the capriciouſtieFot a eddy 
multitade, did forge this opmion of 
a rewarder of all humane ations: 
And to enforce this,do tnſtance Niwme 
Pompilions, and Maubomet,, whole 
ar ward Cheats grew up in their ſac- 
ceſfors into Reliprotis; atrd whoſe in- 
ventious were recerved with as tach 


| bigotry, 'by the wifeſt of men, as is 


that denty Which is now the obje&'of 
out adorations. Wherefbre (ſay they) 
ſeeing the 'Rational Sor! hath failed 
ſo oft, 'and fo abſirdly +n its diſcove= 
rits, how,' or why ſhould we ſtibmit 
our ſelves flaviſhly to-1ts determinaty- 
ons 2? For' that which doth at 'fotne 
times err, Can never at any time be 


| concluded infallible. 


To thefe 1 anſwer, that albeit, as 


! to the particular way of Worſhip, 


the world s'oft-tinies deluded : And 
albeit, even as to'thtir apprehenfions 
of thifincormpreherifible E{fence, til 
tizidts 'be fotherimes -tuiſled 5 on 

theſe 
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theſe ſtaggering Fancies fix this great 
Truth, that there is a Supream, who 
21ſt be adored : For if this innate In- 
ſtint did not coopere with theſe 
Impoſtures, in gaining an aſlent to 
their fictitious Religious and Hierar- 
chies, it were impoſlible forany hu- 
mane Authority toeſtabliſh Principles 
ſo remote from reaſon, and to ſab- 
jugate by theſe, even the mildeſt 
tempers. But I take the root from 
which theſe Errors do ſpring, to be, 
that the twilight of darkened reaſon 
glimfing to man that impreſſa of the 
divine Image, which though much 
decayed, yet reſts ſtill upon his ſoul z 
and not being able, becauſe of the 
faintneſs of his light, and the decay 
of that divine impreſſa, to diſcern ex- 
atly what that Deity is, with whoſe 
image it is igneted, believes implicite- 
ly, with aprofound reſpect, any who 
hath the confidence to obtrude any 
knowledge of it upon them : Con- 
cluding 1n the conclave of their own 
thoughts, thatnone durſt contema = 

r 


- | Vice-gods' were 
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far that omnipotent Thunder-darter, 
as to vend their dwn fancies for ſacred: 
Oracles. And albeit theſe hood- 
winked Nations did ereC(t a =» in 
their own hearts wherein all theſe 
worſhiped 3 Yet 


were all theſe but repreſentations of 
the true God ; for His Omnipotency 
and Power was adored -intheir Marss 
His omniſcience in their Apo/lo, e*c. 
And it is very probable that the Hea- 
thens admired fo each attribute of 
God Almighty, that they thought 
each deſerved diſtin Altars ; ſo that 
their errors had their rife from; ra- 
ther too much than too little reſpc& 5 
and that as the ſame Ocean  re- 
ceives ſeveral names from the ſeveral 
ſhoars it waſhes 3 ſo, according to 
the ſeveral operations of the moſt 
High, did-theſe deluded Pagans eſta- 
bliſh ſeveral Deities. But that all 
theſe did ultimately terminate 1n one, 
is clear from the Inſcription of that 
Athenian Altar To the unknown God ; 


from the deſignation of 84 , from 
their 


"'# 
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their:conmon.ifeaſts ar date ;.. from 
the: adjun&t of Delpbirne given. to, A-| i 
poll which.it Greek ſignifies uwus 3: as 
Macrobins: obſerves; .fram {their Al, 
tars crefted; -Diifque Deatnſque  omni- 
bas, and fromthe general inyocation 
ob all the Deities; joyntly 'ſubjoyned 
to all - rhery particular ſacrifices. $0 
that the great:and all-comprehending 
Hdeg, wherein ht is repreſented, as in 
ene big miiorto'ms, was by them 
booke in pieces;rand in each of theſe 


pieces taken zalone did- thdy ſea aff Ar 


Deity.thongh (m1chabridged;Where- 
as all theſeyneces,, 'when' ſex togerher; 
41d repreſtnt! buvone; ;and:each prece 
did then ſhtew but a part.:; Bat to e- 
vidence thatour belicf:of :a7eity 1s 
noty'State and traditional Impoſture, 
I would willingly. know, if-ever the 
Skltudleſt of Sathans enni{lares; as 
dble xo/induce the . world; torheldeve 


that ''there was . no Grd $1/ which al 


(doubde) might have at-fome oc- 
cations +.contributed | mach ta; ſoine 
mens . Politick deligns/y: add; which | 


that Þ "31 
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that rebel} would  bave: attempted, 
J if ether God had not reftrained him, 
or himſelf had not known it impreft; 
able. . And. it is moſt remarkable; 
that-the firſt promotors of that divine 
DoQtrine were perſons } who, both 
by- precept and practice, decryed 
Ambition and declined State-imploy- 
motits'3 : and ſo: it were abfard 'to 
jj think thar they invented'theſe,in ſub- 
ondanation to State Projects. 
i/There's alſo'much force! that 
Argument, -wherein, from the Nature 
offiPropheſying,' isconcladed the Be- 
itig | of a” God: for, to forelee, s 
doubtleſs a-way-of (ceing, far above 
the” reach 'of humane Nature 4'than 
not beinig/able to! conclude bur-'that, 
Whar: is poſſible: upon both: parts, 
may:comse to paſ:upor! either of irs 
= And hence- it was, thati the 
hens themſelves reymed this pre- 
diction divination 3: as if it could not 
be'bur-divine. - As alſo, if therewere 
not a God, but'that this w&t & KH 
! on, it | would fbllow; that _— 
"310 an 
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and deluſion (ſuch as this ex hypotbeſs) 
were able, and aQtually did , of all 
other things, frame a man's ſoul imoſt 
to virtue : and that the. beſt of men 
(ſuch as the adorers of a Deity) were 
both the' greateſt cheats and block- 
heads. All which, are abſurdities'to 
be hiſfd at by all who are maſters o 
the meaneſt portion of. human reaſon. 
There lurketh much curious Con- 
templation in pondering, how that 
albeitthe parents of all :Heatheniſh 
Religions, have been incomparably 
the cheifeſt Wits-jn their times ; for 
elſe they could not have impreſs'd the 
Spirits of their Diſciples with ſuch 
abſtract Principle : Yet all their Mo+ 
dels ſeem repugnant. to common! rea+ 
ſon :: and they have choisd to teach 
Principles which ſeem ridiculous. 
Thus the Fiftions related by the 
Poets of their Gods,.'the Rites uſed 
by the Romans, and the Fopperies of 
the Hlcorar, are abſurdities unworthy 
of a-rational belief; if man were not 
ated by aninnate Principle, to place, 
| the 


Or Stoick. It 
the Myſteries of Religion above his 


Reaſon. 

By which we ſee, that the imputa. 
tion caſt upon the Scriptures of their 
contrariety to Reaſon, chocks like- 
wiſe the Principles of all Nations: 
and certainly, if there were nothing 
revealed to us in Religion, but what 
the ſhort line of our reaſon might fa- 
dom, the Omnipotency of God, and 
the weakneſs of our own. reaſon, 
ſhould remam ſtill unknowns and 
ſeeing our reaſon is only ſuitable to 
our nature; certainly if that infinite 
Eflence and it's Myfteries might be 
comprehended by that fame reaſon, 
which meaſitreth things finite, we 
might conclude God to be finite hke= 
wiſe; and is it not impudence 1n us 
who know not the ebbing and flow- 
ing of the Sea, nor the reaſon why 
the Adamant draweth the Iron, to 
repine becauſe we cannot compre- 
hend the Eſlence of God Almighty ? 
and then vainly to conclude, that be- 
cauſe we cannot graſp within the 

C {hort 


ſenſe, it may be, the Word of God i& 
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ſhort armes of our underſtanding, the 
vaſt bulk of the Deity, that there 13 | a 
no Deity?A concluſion as abſurd, as if þf t, 
one ſhould ſay, that whenthe nimble || s. 
wings of an arrow tranſport it above || þ| 
our fight,it did leave off to be,whenit I} & 
leftoffto be perceived. And I amofo- | P:. 
pinion,that myſteriouſneſs ſuits rarely | 4 
well with divine Truths, the fineſt | m 
thingsuſing always to be beſt wraptup: Þf ca 
thusif we liſtento our hid inclinations, Þ| ſhi 
we will find a pleaſing veneration in 
reſerved filence;and our curioſity will 
ſwiftly follow, what by it's retired- 
neſs fleeth from us:{ilent groves whoſe 
buſh top Trees lay their heads to- 
gether, as in a Conſpiracy; to reſiſt the 
Sun's entry, and powder its light with 
Sables, creats a veneration in-us. And 
asthe Heathens did chooſe Groves, 
Sodid the primitive Chriſtians light 
their Devotions with Torches and & 
Candles, intimating thereby that um- 
brag'd filence was an excellent Shrine 
for fincere devotions 3 and in this 


% 
Y, 

w 

* 
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is faid to be a Lantern to our ſteps; 
and the ſeven Churches are compared 


Sit | to ſeven Candleſticks. Did not our 
ble | Saviour teach His Diſciples in Para- 
oVe | bles? and was not the Ark vailed 
Nit | from the eyes of the People? the 
fo- | Pagans diſpenſed their divinity in 
rely | Hieroglyphicks 3 and amongſt hu- 


mane Writers, the moſt Myſterious 


up: FE carry ſtill the Lawrels: And why 
ons, Eſhould we vainly wiſh to comprehend 
1 N the nature ofthe Deity, ſeeing Moſes, 
will Gods intimate , and minion, could 
red- Bnot have that allowance? And God 
hoſe Ehimſelf, when for our neceſlary in- 


ſtruction He would diſcover ſome- 
hing of Himſelf to us, is forced per 


with irScororativay , ( as Divines ſpeak) to 
And Wiſcover Himſelf in a ſtile borrowed 
»wes, Mrom humane frailty, and to expreſs 
Iight His infinite affections by our diſorder- 


&d Paſlions. 

I believe, that Socrates, nature's 
rreateſt Diſciple, and -the Deitys 
otomartyr, was a Proſelyte of the 


Same Faith, which we profeſs, and had 
| C 2 his 
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his large Soul illuminated by that Sun 
of righteouſneſs, whoſe retulgent 
rayes are now the bright Torches of 
the Chriſticn Church. Neither is my 
belief in this ſtaggered by the filence 
of his co-temporary Writers, as to 
this particular : ſeeing theſe, not be- 
ing of the ſame perſuaſion with him, 
but being convinced of his Moral 
worth, did deſcribe his opinions ſuit- 
ably to their own apprehenſion. Thus 
did thoſe Pagan Hiſtorians admire 
the great Saviour of mankind, only 
for His Moral accompliſhments, with- 
out reaching theſe divine Principles, 
by which He was ated. The Stoick 
likewiſe were, in all probality, : 
tribe of Joh» Baptiſt's, and God 
having reſolved to purge the Univerſe 
of its Original unrighteouſneſs b 
that bleſſed Manna which came 


down from Heaven to give lifeto thq 


world, did, by their Doctrine of a 
ſtemiouſneſs, as by a ſpare dyc 
prepare 1ts body for receiving tha 
divine Doſe. And certainly, if - 

a 


» was wk. Lond a " on = TY 
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had disbanded that execrable Troup 
of Luſts, againſt which theſe preach- 
ed, and had liſtened (Cas the Stoicks 
Book of Diſcipline injoyned) to their 
own private Conſciences, and had, 
by retiredneſs abſtrafted themſelves 
from the reach of temptations, it had 
facilitated much their converſion : 
for if the young Lawyer, who came 
to conſult Chriſt how to draw up his 
Securitie of Heaven, and of his por- 
tion there, had bclieved their Oracle, 
which decry'd Riches as the unnece(- 
ſary baggage of man's life, and - the 
mudd which clog'd the wings of the 
Souls Contemplation , and kept it 
from - ſoaring its Natural pitch, he 
had never refuſed our Saviour's yoke, 
becauſe he was commanded to {ell 
all and to give it to the poor, Thus 
likewiſe if the Rich Glutton had 
dyeted himſelf according to the ſcant 
preſcript of their allowance, his 
ſchorched Tongue had not ffyod in 
need of a drop of Water to ailay it's 
\Thixſt. Neither had DNicodemns 

C 3 needed 
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needed to have mantled himſelf in 
the darkneſs of the Night, when ke 
came to our Saviour, out of fear leſt 
he ſhould have been diſcovered 3 ſee- 
ing their Dofrine might have taught 
him;that fear was a Paſſion unworthy 
to be lodged in the Soul of man : 
And that there is nothing here, 
which a man either ſhould, or need- 
cth to fear. 

But albeit neither #»ſtin# nor 
Faith, were able to convince us in- 
fallibly of this Truth ; Yet is it both 
more ſatisfying, and more ſafe to 
embrace this Opinion, than its con- 
trary. Moreſatisfying, becauſe mans 
ſummunt bonnm here, being lodged n 
the Tranquillity of his Spiritz That 
which can beſt plane and ſmooth 
the rugged and uneven face of his 


frequent and inevitable Misfortunes, 


muſt be doubtleſs the moſt careſlable 
of opinions: wherefore, ſeeing no- 
thing can ſtrengthen ſo much mans 
frailty, nothing check ſo ſoon his 
diſpair, nothing feed ſo much his 


hope, 
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hope, nor animate ſo much his cou- 


-rage, as to believe that there 1s a& JÞ 


God, who beareth the heavieſt end 
of all our croſſes upon the ſhoulders 
of His love; who 1s able to tfirn, or 
arreſt the giddy wheel of fortune by 
the ſtrong hand of His Omnipotency ; 
and who twiſteth Lawrels of inimagi- 
nable joyes for the heads of thoſe who 
fight under his banners. If a man 
leaned not his weary Soul upon this 
divine Reſt, he were not only an 
Enemy to Nature, but even to his 
own happineſs. What rocksof dan- 
ger conld men eſcape, if blind for- 
tunedid fit at the helme; and if ver- 
tuous Perſons complain, as Aﬀairs 
are preſently ſtated, that their Me- 
rites are not weighed with indiffer- 
ency enoughin the Scales of Juſtice? 


What might be expected, it hazza dr.07{4 
I'S 


got the ballance to manage2} and 
thoſe who leave their Native Coun- 
tries, when they perceive that the 
Law beginneth to render its Oracles 
in an unconſtant Stile, and with a 

C 4 trembling 
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trembling voice, behooved to leave 
the World, it this Anarchy were by 
Atheiſme eſtabliſhed 2 For as a wiſe 
Stoick, well obſerved , u# «7 Cy & w 
X07 (uw Kyo Boy, X; Rxy 7g ov01 og. It were im- 
poſſible to live in a world void of God, 
and void of Providence. 

It is likewiſe moſt ſafe; for if 
there be a Deity, doubtleſs theſe ob- 
dured Atheiſts, whoſe obſtinacy hath 
conjured their conſciences to a con- 
ſtraind filence and bribed theſe in- 
fallible Witneſſes, to depone what 
ſuited beſt with their wild reſolutions, 
or rather negleted reſolutely their 
ſincere depolitions : then certainly, 
the juſt flames of that God's indigna- 
tion ,, whom they have diſclaimed, 
will heat for them a Furnace in Hell, 
beyond what the other damned Spi- 


rits {hall meet with in their Torture: | 
Whereas albeit there be no Tribunal, | 
from which ſuch a Thunder-bolt ſen- 


tence may be darted, nor no ſupreme 
Judge by whom our Actions ſhall be 


canVasd ; Then thoſe who have paid 


their 


4a 
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their adorations at his Altars, ſhall 
be 1n no danger. Wherefore, ſee- 
ing it ſhould be the task of a Virtuoſo, 
to turn out all ſach thoughts as may 
raiſe a'mntiny in his breaſt; it were 
a foolilh toy in him to entertain A- 
theiſme, which is a Nurcery ot diſ- 
quietheſs : for whoſe breaſt could 
enjoy a calme whilſt a concernment 
of ſo much weight as his cternal 
Portion, did hinge from the weak 
thred of a mere may be, and of ſich 
a muy be as marches ſo near with a wil 
not be ? 

Bat if ye would know, what dif- 
quieting vapors Atheiſine ſends up to 
the brain, when it 1s once drunk in: 
go to the horror-creating beds of a 
dying Atheiſt, whoſe roaring voce 
might awake the moſt lethargic 


-E Conſcience that ever the Devil lull'd 


# aſleep : There ye ſhall know by the 
{ Urinal of his eyes, and the water 
ſtanding therein, what Convulſion- 

fits his Soul ſuffers 5 and ſhall learn, 


| from his own mouth, how plonnny 
1s 
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his diſeaſed Soul is ſtretched upon the 
rack of diſpair - then it is that the 
voluminous Regiſters of his Conſci- 
ence, which did lie formerly claſpd 
in ſome unſearcht corner of his me- 
mory, arelaid open before him, and 
the Devil, who hitherto gave him the 
leflening end of the Proſpect, to ſur- 
vey his finsin, turns now its magnify. 
ing end to this fearful eye. It ſhould 
be then the grand deſign of a Philo- 
ſopher, to order his own breaſt a- 
right, before he go abroad to view 
the Works of the Creation ; leſt if 
he leave its door unbolted, the De- 
vil ſteal from him his richeſt Jewel, 
whileſt he ſweats to enrich his Con- 
templation with what is of far leſs 


conſequence. 
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CHAP. IL 
Of Superſtition. 


T isnot wild fancy to think, that 
Atheiſme hath been the product 

of Superſtition : for certainly, many 
who were by humor Ga//o's, finding 
that Religion exacted from men ſuch 
inhumane homage to 1ts recogni- 
Zance, as was the ſacrificing Children 
among the Heathens, wearying Pl. 
grimages and hectic Lents amongſt 
Chriſtians, did reſolve rather to deny 
than to adore ſuch Deities. Thus 
Lacretins revolted upon Agamenmorts 
ſacrificing his daughter JIphigenia for 
the Grecian ſafety, crying out; 
Tantum Religio. potuit ſuadere malo- 
F177, 

And thus Petronins Arbiter,a Monk 
of the ſame Cell, ſays that, 


Primns 
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Primus in orbe deos fecit timor. 
—— Fulmina c&lo 
Cum caderent 


Lo — 


And to prevent this, our Saviour 
doth oft inculcate, that his yoak is ca- 
fie and His burden is light. And 
doubtleſs, as the ſtraighteſt line is al- 
wayes the ſhorteſt ; So the moſt ra- 
tional deſigns are always caſfilyeſt 
effectuated 3 and as Seneca hath ex- 


_ cellently obſerved , '.Licet Deus non 


efſet, tamen non peccarem ob peccati vi- 
itaterr,) There is ſomething of mean. 
neſsin the gallanteſt, and moſt allur- 
ing ſin. And this 1s moſt energeti- 
cally expreſt in Scripture, whilſt it is 


 faid ' that the wicked weary themſelves 


by their ſs. A Principle, which not 
only the Magiſterial Authority of 
Gods Spirit, but our experience like- 


wiſe places above the reach of allf 


[eropies : for are not the Inquietudes, 
theCheats, and palliated Parricides, 


- and Sacriledges brooded by Ambiti- 


on, .the Churliſhneſs and Cloſe-han- 
OA dednels 
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dedneſs parented by Avarice, effects 
unworthy to be father d upon any 
Rational Soul; and at which we 
ſhould ſcarlet our cheeks with bluſh- 
es, as well as «<npale them through 
fear, and ſhould ſtand as much in awe 
of our Conſciences, as moſt doof a 
Deity ? Yet, it may be we arema 
miſtake, whilſt we place Superſtition 
in the exceſs of ſuch Adorations, as 
are op commanded or indifferent: 
e 


for ſeeing the object of our ado- 


ration , God Almighty , 1s, in Him- 


{elf, infinite, we can never exceed et- 
ther in our reſpects to Him, or in our 
Reſpects to Him, or in the expreſ- 
ſions of them. Exceſs being only ad- 
miſſible, were the object is finite, and 
where we attribute more than is due, 
which can never be, here. Thus if 
Y Kneeling be lawfull at any occafion, 
| I hardly ſee why it is not lawful to 
kneel at all occaſions. And if theſe 
exterior Rites and Ceremonies (fome 
whereof areallow'd in all Churches) 
be judged requiſite, for exprefling 


Our 
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our Vaſſalage and Subordination to"! 
God-our Maker, either they are al- 
together unwarrantable or elſe we 
ſhould proportion them (as far as in 
us lyes)-to that infinite object. And 
ſeeing the Angels are ſaid to cover 
their faces with their wings before 
Him,the Patriarches to fall upon their 
face and worſhipz and our adorable 
Saviour 1n that conflict wherein He 
repreſented ſinfull man,is,by Matthew, 
remarked to have fallen uponHis face; 
by Mark to have fallen upon the 
ground, and by Lyke to have kneel- 
ed : What is crawling man, that he 
ſhould account ſach geſtures fond 
Superſtition / It would appear then, 
that Superſtition conſiſts in mans wor- 
ſhipping God by means unlawfull, 
ſuch as are Children-ſacrifices, and 
ſuch like, whereby His divine Attri- | 
butesare mi{-repreſented, and tainted | 
with cruelty,or Tyranny 3 and not in 
an exceſs, in ſuch expreſſions of our 
reſpect as are in themſelves lawfull. 
And if there be any ſtrength in that 


Argument 
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\rgument , wherein we inforce the 
Being of God, from the harmonious 
conſent and. aflent of all Nations : 
certainly, by that ſame Argument, we 
may eſtabliſh the decency, if not 
the neceſſity, of Ceremonies. For, 
what Nation bowes to Altars, with- 
out profound and external ſubmiſſi- 
ons? And, who lodges upon tht ſur- 
face of our Globe, who payes not as 
the reddendo of their Charter to thoſe 
gods whom they worſhip, ceremonial 
Adorations, wrapt up in moſt ſub- 
miſhive Rites? 
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CHAP. IL. 


Of the Worlds Creation. 


" | Hat God made all things for His - 
- & glory, is an expreſſion, which 
(I think) looks not well at the Teſt 
of reaſon, and ſeems to have no war. 
rant but unwary cuſtome : for be- 
yond all queſtion, His glory was fo 
brim-ful formerly,that it neither need- 
ed, nor could receive any confider- 
able acceſſion from this ſmall drop. 
And beſides this, the innate appre- 
henſion we have of doing any thing 
for one's glory, dyes this expreſſion 
with ſome guilt : Yet, I confeſs, we 
may warrantably ſay, that when per- 
verſe man calls His Power in queſti- 
on, or controverts HisBeing ozly wiſe 3 
thatthen, God, for our inſtruction , 
and the vindication of Hisown glo- 
rious Attributes,doth many things for 
His own glory, And in this gm 
tne 
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the Scripture ſaith , that God will 
puniſh the wicked, and deliver His 
people , for His own glory. And 
wherever it 1s ſaid, that God doth, 
or createth any thing, for His own 
glory, it is doubtleſs in this ſenſe; in 
which man (who is made after His 
image) may a& for his own glory 
without any vanity 3 albeit to act for 
his ownglory,in the firſt ſenſe, were in 
him criminal. It is then more pro- 
bable, that God being infinitely good, 
and all good being {+ communicati- 
2, that His delign in Creating the 
World, was to communicate and di{- 
'Eplay His goodneſs: and upon this 
Baſe probably hath Ariſtotle reared up 


> his Error, of the worlds exiſtency front 


all Eternity : for, ſeeing God was ab 
eterno infinitely good, and that good 
is ſtill communicative : he did (it 
ay be) conclude , that ab eter, 
God did communicate His goodnels: 
hich could only be to Creatures. 
And therefore it was neceflary that 
there ſhould have been a World : and 
D 


ſome 


28 The Virtuoſo, 


ſome Philoſophers have aver'd, that 
the World flowed from God per 
emanationem, ab eterno, as beams are 
lanced out from the body of the Sun. 
Albeit I be none of Ariſtotle*s Parti- 
fans, nor hold my Philoſophy of him, 
as my Superior , Yet I cannot but 
think, that God bath communicated 
His goodneſs to worlds prior to ours, 
which ſeems but a conceit of 5682 
years ſtanding. But I am not ſo Ar- 
rogant as to determine the time of 
the firſt Worlds birth, nor how many 
Cadets it hath had; reſolving to 
leave its Date, blank, to be filPd up 
by ſome Arrogent Pretender. Net- 
ther ſhould I accuſe mine own 
thoughts of Herefie, for conchuding, 
that probably there are at preſent 
thouſands of Worlds co-exiſting 
with ours 5 whereof ſome, it may be 
are governed by Maximes, if not 
contrary, yet at leaſt different from 
theſe which are our Canons. All 
which Worlds, albeit they were a&- 
ually ſubſiſting, would he in the | 

om 
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ſom of the large imaginarie Spaces, 
but like ſo many ſmall balls in the 
corner of a large Tennis:court. I 
ſhall not, for confirming this opinion, 
cite , with an 1gnorant French Cu- 
rate, the parable of the Lepers, where 
it is ſaid, None ſunt decem mundi > © 
becauſe I know that it was wittily 
anſwered, Sed abi ſunt reliqui 1o- 


ver £ 
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CHAP. IV. 
Of Eternity. 


Hat Eternity is all preſcnt, and 
that,in it, there 1sneither pre- 

terit, nor future, is but a Conceit, 
and a needleſs Myſterie impoſed up- 
on our belief, which is really more 
Myſterious than the Trinity 3 who 
knows but it is founded upon an ex- 
preſlion in Cicero, wherein Eternity 
is calld #termm inſtans > For how 
then can it be ſaid, that God was be- 
fore the World? for was is preterit, 
and before the World there was, as 
themſelves alledg, no time ; and fo 
there was a was in Eternity. Is not 
God call'd by Himſelf Alpha and O- 
*ega, firſt and laſt, the one whereof 
1s preterit , and the other future ? 
And it 1s ſaid, Rev. 16. 5. O glorious 
God, who art, and waſt, and ſhalt be. 
And it it be anſwered, That this is 
only 


& & ld ry of by & by 
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only fitted to our Capacities; certain- 
ly, that is all is cravel : for doubt= 
leſs there is no ſuch reall thing, as 
theſe three meaſures of time, even 
in things finite and created; for they 
owe their Being only to our conceit, 
as well in the one as in the other. 
And when God deſcribd Himſelf by 
His name ] A H, JI am, it was not 
mean't, that no meaſure of time 
could be attributed to Him, but the 
preſent , but rather, that what He 
was, was to man incomprehenfible, 
And that all we could know of Him, 
was,that He exiſted 3 and by that ex- 
preſſion, that all things to Him are 
preſent, was meant , that by His 
Knowledge intuitive, (as Divines 
term it) He comprehends all things 
which were to be, as if they were 
really preſent 3 and this is ſpoke, not 
of his Being, but of his knowledge. 
Neither can it be concluded that if 
was Or ſhall be, may be attributed to 
God, then He muſt be mutable, and 


that, was denotes mutations; for as I 
D 3 | faid 
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fid formerly, theſe are but Tertns, 
not really exi{ting, and ſo cannot im- 
port any real mutation. 


CHAP.V. 
Of Providence. 


Ow God imploys His uncon- 

trolable Scepter, after what 
faſhion He governs this lower World, 
and in what Charafters He writes 
His Eternal Decrees hath been the 
Arrogant ſtudy of ſome mad-cap 
Pedants, who talk as Magiſterially of 
His Decrees, as if they were of His 
Cabinet Councel. And albeit to de- 
ter ſuch bold intruders, He deſtroy- 
ed thouſands of His ancient People, 
becauſe they look'd into His Ark; 
Yet, ſuch is the- petulancy of ſome 


later Wits, that they muſt needs look 


into His unſearchable boſom, and 
there marſhal all His Decrees, and 
conceit they underſtand His way of 

working 3 
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working; and thus in diſputing of, 
objects, infinitely removed, by their 
abſtraſeneſs, from their ſenſe, they 
ſhew themſelves more ridiculous, 
than thoſe who would diſpute con- 
cerning the qualities of an object, 
before it come ſo near as that they 
may know of what Species it is : for 
ſeeing it 1s a Maxime, that there is 
nothing in our underſtanding, which 
hath not paſt to it throw our ſenſes, 
and that the things of God are im- 
material, and fo fall not under the 
cogniznnce of our Senſes ; It muſt be 
folly to think, that any humane ſcru- 
tinity can find out Myſteries that are 
{ſo unſearchable, except they be um- 
parted to them by immediate Reve- 
lation 3 a kind of correſpondence 
which I conceive few now a days 
hold with Heaven. Yet, I confeſs, 
It 1s as hard to confute the Fictions, 

| as it 1s impoſſible for them to come 
| by the knowledge of them. But as 
| this ſtudy is unattainable, fo it is un- 
profitable z for ſeeing God's art of 
D 4 governing 
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» governing the World, and His De- 
crees of ſaving or damning its Citi- 
zens; 15a trade weſhall never be able 
to Practiſe: why ſhould we have 
ſuch an itch to underſtand it? It 
ſhould be enough to us, to be ſaved, 
albeit we know not how, or by what 
manner of Decrees; except we be of 
the ſame metall with that fooliſh pa- 
tient, who would not be cured, be- 
cauſe the Phyſitian would not ſhew 
him how the cure was to be compoſl- 
ed, and what were its ingredients. 
And is it not the Zenith and top- 
branch of madneſs for us to pry into 
God's unſearchable Decres, who 
know not how our neighbours calf is 
formed in its Dams belly ? 

It was a narrow Omnipotency, 
which ſome Mean-ſpirited Heathens 
allowed their Jupiter, when they 
conceited that he wanted leaſure to 
diſpoſe of triflles. 

Non licet exignis rebus adeſſe Jovi. 
For if the twinkling of an eye, were 
not time ſufficient tor God to —_ 

O 
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of all the affairs of this was 
then there might be a greater power 
than His; and the Power to diſpoſe 
to ſuddainly , were - wanting to his 
Omnipotency, and ſo He were not 
infinite, and conſequently no God. 

Neither was the Rodomontade of 
Alphonſus , King of Portugal, more 
Pious than this. Wen he alleaged 
that if God had made ule of His ad- 
vice in framing the World, He had 
helped many things in it; which he 
now could juſtly tax ot Error. 

Theſe two extremes, are the two 
Poles, whereon the Globe of Athe- 
iſm turns it {elt ; ſome out of an 1m- 
pious humility, Complementing God 
out of His Authority, by denying 
that He diſpoſes of the meaner fize 
of buſineſs 3 and others detracting 
from his Providence, in attributing 
his Operations to Chaxce and Fate, or 
branding them with injuſtice or 1m- 
prudence. 

There are,among School-men, two 
Opinions which diſpute Viftory with 

(almoſt) 
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(almoſt) equal forces. The one 
whereof, will have God the ſole A- 
gent, and to make uſe of ſecundary 
cauſes, only , as of ciphers : theſe 
fay that it is not fire which burns, 
but that God burns ad preſertiam 
7enis; nor Water which cools, but 
that God cools ad preſentiam aque : 
which is, in my Opinion, the ſame 
thing as to ſay, that God jugled with 
man ; and as Charmers do, preſent-Wj 
ed ingredients, but wrought by hid 
means. 

In toonear an Affinity with this, is 
the Dod&rine of Predeſtination, as 
ſome teach itz waerein they wi 
have man to play the mere Spectator, 
in his own Salvation: and albeit there 
be a free and full tender of Mercy 
made to loſt man, yet will not allow 
him any Power to embrace or rejet 
it 3 judging this one of the neceſlary 
Appanages of Gods Omnipotency, 
that he doth ſave or condemn ex 
zero beneplacito never conlidering, 
that the queſtion is not, what God 


Can 
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can do, but what he doth: And, q 
that it- derogates nothing from his 
Omnipotency, that he will not damn 
poor ſinners; who according to their 
Doctrine cannot be blamed for their 
obſtinacy ; becauſe it was never free 
to them to do otherwiſe : and how 

(I pray you) could the ſluggard, in 
the parable, have been Puniſhed, for 
not improving his Talent, and laying 
t upin a Napkin, if God had, by 
His Decree, caſt an inſulvable knot 
upon that Napkin , wherein it was 
laid up? 

The other opinion, will bave ſe- 
cundary cauſes the ſole Agentsz and 
teaches, that God, inthe firſt mould- 
ing of each Creature, did dote it 
with innate qualities, ſufficient to a&t 
every thing requiſite for its ſubſiſt- 
ence z but in ſign of its ſubjection to 
its Maker, reſerved to Himſelf, as 
His Prerogative Royal, a Power to 
bend and bow theſe inclinations upon 
extraordinary occaſions, for the good 
of the Univerſe, or when his _ 
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ble Omniprudence ſhould think ex- 
pedient. Thus, when that All-ſeing 
eye of the World, the Sun, was firſt 
turned off the frame, it had in Com- 
miſſion to ſow its influences over the 
World without any retardment ; Yet 
was its motion Arreſted, and turned 
back by an extraordinary Warrant 
in the days of Foſhua and Zedekiah. 


 Thusthey make the Creatures reſem- 


ble a Watch, which after it is once 
compleated, goes by its own Springs 
and Wheels, without the Artiſts ex- 
traordinary afſliſtance. Yet when ei- 
therits motion becomes irregular, or 
when the owner finds it fit, it 1s un- 
pieced, or hath its Index put forward 
or backward at his pleaſure. And 
this laſt, ſeems to ſuit beſt with the 
Principles, both of Chriſtianity and 
Stoiciſm. With Chriſtianity, becaule it 
gives a check to preſumption, and ſuf- 
fers not man to think. himſelf the ſole 
Arbiter of his own condition ; becauſe 
God can eaſily quaſh theſe Babylon- 


hke fancies, which his topleſs ambi- 
tion 
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cion is ſtill a building; and to hisdeſ- 
pair 3 becauſe a lift from the ſtrong 
arm of Providence, may heave him 
up above all his difficulties. 

This correſponds beſt likewiſe 
with Stoiciſme, becauſe it pulls the 
hands of a ſluggard from his boſome, 
and ſets them a work to prepare for 
himſelf, and not to repoſe his unreaſ- 
onable hopes upon divine Providencez 
which only keeps thoſe from ſinking, 
who endeaver to ſwim. This like- 
wiſe takes from man, all excuſe of 
ſinning, nor ſuffering him tolay over 
his vitiouſnes upon Providence, a ſhift 
too ordinary omongſt ſach as miſ- 
underſtand the raſhleſs Dofrine of 
the reformed Churches. : 

This opinion makes us likewiſe un- 
derſtand, what the Heathens meant 
by Fortune, which they termed giddy; 
what the Stoicks meant by Fate,which 
they confeſſed to be irreſtible 5 and 
in what ſence Philoſophers concluded 
that each man could hammer out his 


own Fortune, As to the Pagans For- 
tine 
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tyre, it cannot be thought, that ſe- 
ing it was by th-mſelves confeſl*d to 
be blind, that they could truſt 1t with 
the reins of the admirably managed 
World. And ſeeing they confeſled, 
that it was always ſtaggering and un- 
conſtant, it cannot be thought that 
they could aſcribe to it, all the curt- 
ous and juſt events, which they them- 
ſelves admired hourly. Wherefore 
it is probable, that the Philoſophers, 
having through the proſpe& of Na- 
ture, and byan uninterrupted expe- 
rience, obſerved, that man (who aCtt- 
ed from a freedom of ſpirit unreſteri- 
ned, either by Providence or ſtarr-in- 
fluences, as to his ordinary Operati- 
ons) was of a volativeand capricious 
humor ; therefore they conclude that 
the ſtate of human affairs, which was 
framed and unframed at his ill-fixt . 
pleaſure, behoved neceſlarily to be 
moſt ſubject to changes. And that 
ſeeing the Victories of Ceſar, depen- 
ded upon the inclinations of his Soul- 
diers, who by abandoing him, _ 

etch 
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fetch his Proſperity away with them, 
they had reaſon therefore to term 
fortune Frail and expoſed to haz- 
ard. 

Thus the advancement of the reſt- 
leſs Courtier 1s uncertain, becauſe 
it hinges from the humor of his Prince, 
whoſe ſpirit hath ſome allay of un- 
conſtancy, as well as hath that of the 
fearful Subje&t, who trembles under 
his Scepter. And thus the oyl-con- 
ſuming ſtudent, can promiſe himſelf 
no applauſe, becauſe the Paralytic 
hand of the multitudes fancies, holds 
the Scales wherein his Abilities are 
weighed. 

In fine, Fort#ze was nothing to thoſe 
Ancients, but the unbodyed freedom 
of mans will, conſidered abſtradly 
from all particular perſons and the 
innate qualities of all other Creatures 
(which, becauſe they are mortal, 
muſt therefore be changable) than 
which nothing is more inconſtant, 
nothing more blind. 


- The other branch of divine Provi- 
dence, 
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dence, which conliſts in the ſupreme 
Authority, whereby God makes all 
humane inclinations run ſometimes 
againſt the byaſs of their ſpeciſic 
Nature, was by them termed Fate. 
And this, in their Mythology,they fa- 
bled to be an Adamant chain, which 
they faſtned to the foot of Jupiters 
Chair ; meaning by its Adamantine 
nature, that it was hard to be broke, 
like the Adamart ; and by faſtning 
it to Jupiters Chair, that it was the 
produ&t of the Almighty's Power. 
Thus Fortune and Fate, were to them 
but the right and left hand of Chrif- 
tian Providence. 

Theſe embodyed Argels, the Sto- 
icks, finding that Fortune*s megrim 
could not be cured, nor Fate's de- 
crees reſcinded, and yet reſolving, 
in ſpight of all external accidents, to 
ſecure to themſelves a calmneſs of 
ſpirit 3 did place their happineſs in 
the contempt of all theſe follies, whoſe 
bloſſoms Fortune could not blaſt, and 
ſought tor happineſs in an acquie- 
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ſcence'to; all which: | Providence did 
unalterably_ decree 3-So that neither 
Fortune nor Fate could ſtand in the 
way of their happineſs, becauſe they 
flighted the one, and ſubmitted to 
the other.. 

And-1n this ſenſe, each man intheir 
Schools, was adnutted to be Maſter- 
of-work to his own' forttne : and 
that without diſparaging the Omni- 
potent Power of the great Fortune- 
maket, in ſubrmſhon to whom : their 
happineſs was placed: | 

Albeit' the knowledge and ack- 
nowledgment of a God, - be the baſes 
of true Stoiciſme, and a firmer 'one 
than any the Heathens could pretend 
to: Yet that knowledge of Him, 
which by the curioſity of School-men 
and the bigotry of Tub-preachers, 
as now formed in a Body of Divint- 
ty, is of all others the leaſt neceffary 
and the moſt dangerous. And where- 
as we did ſee God but in a Glaſs for- 
merly, that Glaſs is now ſo miſted 
and ſoyPd by each Pedants flegma- 
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tic breath, that it is hard toſee him | 
at all, but impoſſible to ſee Him Þ 
there. And to extend a little that | 
Myſterious Analogy we are ſaid to | 
behold God here, as in a Glaſs 3; and þ 
as objedts are beſt perceived in the 
ſmootheſt Mirrors 3 ſo the plaineſt 
deſcriptions of Him,are ſtill the trueſ:: 
for when He is 'ſeen by Atheiſts in the 
Globe-glaſsof their infidelity, He ap- 
pears leſs thn really He is ; when be- 
held by the Pagans-in the Multiply- 
ing Glaſs of Paganiſme , He appears 
many; and when He look'd 1s-upon in 
the Magnifying Glaſs of Superſtition, 
though He appear but one, Yet He 
1s miſrepreſented, becauſe He is re- 
preſented as more terrible than he 
deſires to appear 3 and ordinarily the 
better cut Glaſſes are, in the more 
Artificial, the worſe the face, as by 
them repreſented. 
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to : CHAP. VL 

nd » 

the | 

nw Of Theory. 

eſt: Hat firſt courſe which did ſow 
the | all the World with Briers and- 


1P-þ Thorns, did, of all other things, fall 
moſt heavily upon the Soul of man. 
19-F Which becauſe it was chief in the 
Tranſgreſlion, ought inreafon to have 
NE been moſt tortured in the Puniſh- 
On, ment. And now his diſquieted Spi- 
rit, is daily pierc'd with the Prickles 
of Thorny diſputes and debates 3 
which, as like briers, they produce 
no fruit fit for alimenting that noble 
"Bhalf of man, which is his Rational 
Soul ; So do they, like Thorns, pierce 
tender his Conſcience,and to ſcrew his 
Torments to their higheſt pin ; the 

thoughts of God, and of ſettlement 

in Him, which like balme ſhould cure 

hoſe ſores, is become that Hemlock, 

| E 2 which 


AP. 
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which occaſions his diſtrations, and | 


poyſons his Meditations. For , al- 
beit the Heroes of the Primitive 
Church, did give milk in abundance 


to Infant-Chriſtiansz Yet, many of Þ 
their ſucceſiors, have mixt 1t ſo with Þ 
the tart Vinegar of contention, that Þþ 


the milk begins now to crudle, and 
ſo is become loathſome to the ap- 
petite of tender believers. For, moſt 
of Churchmen, being idle, and con- 
ceiving, that if they taught only the 
Holy Scriptures, their vocation might 
by Laics be undervalued as eaſe, 
and that they wonld be denyed that 
applauſe, which was due to quaint- 
nels of wit, eſpecially in a ſetled 
Church, wherein Church-men could 
not draw reverence from the people, 
by Oracles, as did the Heathen Prieſts: 
nor by prophecies and miracles, as 
did the Servants of the moſt High, 
under the old and new Teſtaments ; 
did therefore, according to their pri- 
vate inchnations, frame each to him- 
K&lf a new kind of Divinity, The 

more 
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4 more Pragmatick fort, and thoſe 
whoſe humor was edged with cho- 
ler, invented polemic or controver- 
ted divinity : And fo by an inteſ- 
tine and civil war of opinions, raiſed, 

{| within the bowels of Religion, did 
waſte and pillage that holy Canaar, 

| which formerly flowed with the milk 
of ſincere Doctrine, and the honey of 
divine Conlolations. And then that 
precious blood, which formerly pur- 
pled only Pagan-ſcaflolds, dyed now 
the ſwords of tellow-believers : who, 
to propagate their private judgment, 
buried Churches under their rubbiſh, 
fed the birds of Heaven with the car- 
caſes of pious and 'reverend Church- 
men: and by the mad hands of bj- 
got opimaſtry, broke topieces all the 
facred bonds of natural and civil du- 
ties 3 and thus they raiſed the devil 
of contention, whom they could not 
lay again, and raade this Itch of diſ- 
puting, turn theScab ofthe Charch. 

Others again, in whoſe brains ſul- 
len melancholy form'd phantomes 
E 3 and 
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and ideas , invented Scholaſtic The- 

ology 3 and theſe in abſtraCt cells, | 
erected a Mint-houſe, for coyning the | 
droſs of their own contemplations, | 
into wonderful bombaſt notions 3 F 
and to make them go current, in the Þ ' 
ſuffering Church, gave them the 7»#- Þ 


preſſa ot Theology. 


A third ſort, not able to ſoare Þ 
their pitch in the sky of Invention,re- | 
ſolved to ſet up a correſpondence þ 
with Heaven : and this they called | 
Enthuſiaſtic, or inſpired Theology. | 


An their Cabbins were Poſt-houſes, 
whete one might know what was re- 
ſolved lately in the conclave of hea- 
ven, whether the King or Parliament 


was to wear the Lawrels, and what | 
ſhonld be the iſſue of our pious re- F 
belions. Theſe could likewiſe caſt F 


the horoſcope of our ſalvation; and 
invented a fpecics of Phyſiognomy, 


whereby they could tell if the marks | 


of Grace dwelt upon a face ; and if 


one had the tra&tsof an ele& of God. | 


After this faſhion did they propheſie 


their Þ 
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1C- their own fancies, and call that Pro- 


9 vidence only which made for them. 


There wants not ſome likewiſe, 


! who, put of a well meaning .defire, 
: Þ to make. the lamp of truth dart its 


{ rayes with the clearer ſplendor, ſnuff 
| it ſo nearly, that they extinguiſh it 


-=_ : and leave us nothing but the 


ink. of its ſnuff; like ſome curious . | 
Phyſicians, who purge ſo frequent- 


| ly, that. they deſtroy the body en-,, 


{ truſted to their cure. We, in this I- 
land, have met with ſome of theſe 


Charletans, who, I am confident , pur- 
ged , oftner both Church and State, 
than Zake, the beloved Phyſician, 
would haye preſcribed, if we had had 


| thegood fortune to have been his pa- 


| | Tents. ;'-;* | 


The talleſt wit is not able to 
reach heaven, albeit (I know) ma- 
ny disjoint their , wits. in ſtretching 


| them: too high in the inquiry of its 


myſteries. Neither  impute I our 
ſhort-coming in the knowledge of 
theſe myſterics, ſoley to their obſtru- 

| E 4 ſencſs, 
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ſcneſs, but T believe, our meditations 
are more clouded in'r-lationto thele, 
then really they neeil to be; beteanſe 
of their - innate friilty { fot 'we ſte, 
that ſome who-are. maſters of -much 
reaſon m things huthane, betty much 
foly in their devotions 5 whetetbre, 
Iam mducetd to believe, tharit-fates: 
witttthe fon in this,'as uſually it doth 
with the body; "whoſe pulls are ef 
portiqnally ths weaker, as the thing 
orafp'd atter 1s pldcd above its true 
reach. And fo theſe arrogant Pre- 
tenders pull but faintly, becairfe they 
raiſe thetr medirations 'too- high on 
their tip-toes :* Whereby' they are dif- 
abled from imployihg all their ' na- 
tiral vigor; in pitting at theſe weigh- 
ty and ſublime Truths, which they' 
catch; not 'by that corner ' which 1s 
neareſt; astmeaner wits do, fand-fo 
are more ſiecefihal Y but endeavour 
a fetch at whit,” ih Divinity is high- 
eſt'; by which! effort; their 'thdea- 
vors- are fainter, 'than thoſe whoſe 
ſpirit 1s of a lefler ſize. Arid'theſe 
Coloſſus 


| 
: 
| 
| 


Colo 
Her 
bur1 


! fires 


My £ 7s 


dtc I” 
. 


CUtS 


| chat 


wor 
tal 1 
thel 
Jac, 


| 1Ng. 


# 


f- ELIE. 4. 4 * 


\ 
tho 


M 


19G WY7 


[| 


—C YA 


—— 
mt 


: 
} 
t 
: 


gu TI'S 5 


| chanicks, 'who handle not ſo oft theſe 
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Coloſſts wits, become'the - greateſt 
Heretics, as thoſe ordinarily are moſt 


| burnt, whoſe fingers ofteſt ſtir up 
| fires 3 and as Chirurgions have more 


cuts and wounds, than any other Me- 


wounding tools.” It 1s nor fit that mor- 


' tal man ſhould wreſtle too much with 
| theſe myſteries, leaſt his reaſon, like 


Jacob, ' be forc*d to come off, halt- 
Ng. = 


Nothing hath more bufied my 


. 


; tkonghas''than to find a reaſon why 
| the Heathens, who were as aſhiduous 


and zealous toointhe worſhip of their 
Gods, as we Chriſtians, did never 


frequent Sermons, nor knew no ſuch 


part of divine Service : whereof (pro- 
bably) the reaſon was 'becauſe their 
Governor: (whoſe -commands a- 
mongſt them were theſvle jure-divi- 
noſhip'of all Ecclefiaſtic Rites ) feared, 
that Church men, x they had been 
licercd to barangue to the people, 
would have inflaenc'd too mich that 
groſs body 3 which 'was the reaſon 


like- 


--_ 0 ad _ 
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- - —_-. "4, net. a 
_ 


52 The Virtuoſo, 


likewiſe, why, in the primitive | 
Church (as one of their Hiſtorians ob- |! 
ſerves) ex formula populo predicabant, 
Fantun antiquitas timebat N\ way 045, 
They preached only approved Ser- | 
mons: ſo much did antiquity fear | 
theſe leaders of the people ; a pratt- 
ice, as is reported, lately renewed by 
the Duke of Rx{ſza : and this ſeemeth 
alſo to have been the reaſon. why all 
Liturgies have prick'd texts for their 
Preachers, leſt if they had been lefta F 
freedom in their choice , they had 
choſeſuol as might, in the letter,have Þ 
ſuited beſt with ſuch ſeditious Libels Þ 
as are now obtruded upon the peo- 
ple, in lieu of pions Homilies, atre- 
markable or feſtival occaſions. Yet, I 
think, that our late Doftors, who 
can find all Dodrine-in any text, 
would eaſily have eluded that ca- 
nonic deſign. If we ſhould parallel 
the Homilies, wlich thoſe renowned Þ 
Fathers have left, as Legacies to. poſ- | 
terity , with theſe which our age 
runs after, we would find, . that the 


firſt ; 


| 


, 


\ 
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firſt were pointed leſſons of mortifj- 


| cation; which, like Moſersrod,could 


5 


; 


draw guſhes of tears trom the rocky 
hearts of the moſt obdured ſinners : 


| whereas many of theſe laſt are but 
| dtate-gazets, wherein the people are 


informed, what are the reſolves of 
the civil Magiſtrate: And whereas 
their firſt inſtitution made them Am- 
baſſadors of glad-tydings betwixt 
God and His people, they have made 


* themſelves Heralds to denounce 


warrs betwixt God's Vice-gerent and 
His ſubje&s. Thus, Peter's ſucceſlors 
will oft times, like himſclf, rather 


draw the ſword than watch for their 


Maſter. And fince our Saviour hath 


{ difarmed them, as He did Peter, and 


filled their hands with the keyes, thoſe 
who offend them, are ſure to get over 
the head with theſe. I confeſs, God 
hath not left His Church without ſome 
$kilful Pilots, tolead in His ſervants, 
with ſecurity, to the harbor of Sal- 
vation: to whom this Diſcourſe and 


its Author ſhall pay all reſpects. 
: CHAP. 


'$/ 
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CHAP. VII. 
Of the itriFneſs of Churches. 


Oſt of all Churches, do, like | 

| coy maids, lace their bodies Þ 
ſoſtrait, that they bring on thema | 
a'conſumption; and will have the Þþ 
gates of heaven to have been only Þ 
made for themſelves : and as this ni- Þ 
gardlineſs hath poſſeſt Churches, from Þ 
that root hath ſtem'd the churliſhneſs Þ 
of {ome private Chriſtians, ' who will 
allow'God bat a moſt inconfiderable 
number of thoſe wkom He hath ad- 
mitted to make up His viſibleChurch, 
Thus, ſome Paſtors will only admit 
twoor three to be gueſtsat the Lord*s 
Table, - allowing no wedding gar- 
ment, but what-is of their own fpin- 
ning :. and others, with their: uncha- | 
ritable hands, blur the names of all | 
their 'acquaintances out of the Book | 
of Lite; as if they were keepers of His | 
ET Regiſters þ 
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and Rolls; and will only have feats 
kept in the Church triumphant, for 
three or four Siſters, who are ſo fru- 
gal of their devotions, as to ſpare 
them at home, to the end they may 
| beliberal in public. But both theſe 

ſhould conſider, that the new -Fernſa- 
lex: 18 ſaid to have more gates than 
one, that John, in his Revelation, 


tells us, that numberleſs numbers © © 


were ſeen following the Lamb and 
that it 1s not probable, that the wiſe 
Framer of the world made ſuch a ſpa- 
cious dwelling, as heaven, to be 1n- 
habited by ſo inconſ1derable a num- 
ber : whereas hell (hell in the geo- 
graphy of believed tradition) is on- 
ly the ſmall kernel of this ſmall ſhell 
the earth. I know, that many are cal- 
ed and few choſen : and that the 
way is ſtrait, and few enter 1n at it : 
But we ſhould conſider, that theſe 
choſen, are ſaid to be few, in reſpect 
only of thoſe many who are called : 
which is moſt certain ; for ten parts 


of eleven are Pagans or — 
(anc 
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(and all are called) of that eleventh 


part, many are malicious Heretics ; Þ ia 


and amongſt the reſidue many are Þ 


flagitious and public ſinners; So that Þ 
albeit the greateſt part of the regular F 
members of the viſible Church were Þ 


ſfav'd, yet the number would be ſmall, 
in compariſon of theſe others: The 
body ofthe viſible Church, muſt/like 


all other bodies) be compounded of | 


contrary elements. And albeit I am 
not of opinion, that this body ſhould 
be ſuffer*'d to ſwell with humors, yet I 
would not wilh,thatit ſhould be mace- 
rated with purgations.It's nails(though 
but excrementitious parts) ſhould not 
be ſo nearly pared , as that the bod 
may bleed;yet,they ſhould be ſo __ 
as thatChriſtians may not ſcratch one 
another. They ſhould feed, not upon 
blood, but milk; and they are unman- 
nerly gueſts, who will not ſufferothers 
to ſit at their Maſters tablewith them. 
It pleaſes my humor to contem- 
plate, how, that albeit all Religions 
war againſt one another 3 yet, are all 
© 


4 
, 
f 


$ of t 


les 
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$4 of them governed by the ſame princi- 
8 ples 3 and even by thoſe principles, 
} in cffc&, which they ſeem to abomi- 
! nate. Thus, albeit the ceſlation of 


at IN". 
ar © miracles be cryed down by many, 
re þ yet, do the moſt bigot relate, what 


11, Þ miracles have been wrought by the 
no | founders of their Hierarchies, and 
-. þ what propheſies they have cracul- 
of | flouy pronounced. And ſeeing all 
; confeſs, that God, in our days, breaks 
4 Þ the proſperous upon the ſame Wheel, 
1 þ onwholctop they did but lately tri- 
| umpth; making fortune adopt the op- 


h | preſt in their vice; why ſhould'we 
t | talk ſo much of the ceaſing of mira- 


cles? For, doubtleſs, theſe effects 
/ are, 1n policy, as contrary to nature 
» Þ as are the ſvimming of iron, orſweet- 
1 | ning of rivers 3 or rather more : See- 
_ | ingin the firſt, man's will is forc'd 
X (without which, ſuch revolutions 
| could not be effeftuated) whereas in 
the laſt dull and fenſual qualities are 

| only wreſted 3 which as they are not 


z ſo excellent, ſo, doubtleſs, are not 
=% able 
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able tomake ſich reſiſtanceas theSoul 
of man: Yea, Tſhould rather think, 
that the world being be come old, 
muſt, doubtleſs, be moredim-ſ(i1ghted 
(as all old things are) than formerly 3 
and therefore, God doth now pre- 
ſent greater objects of' admiration to 
oureyes than He did formerly : For 
man 18 become ſo atheiſtical, that it 
God did not preſs His meditation, 
with ſuch infallible teſtumonies of the 
Being of an irreſiſtable power, he 
would, doubtleſs, ſhake off all re- 
ſolutions of ſubmitting. Thus, we 
ſeethat in all the tra of Johr's Re- 
velations, miracles grow ſtill more 
frequent, the nearer the world draw- 
eth toits grave ; and, like all other 
bodies, the weaker it becomes, the 
more ſubject 1t 1s to all alterations, 
and the leſs is nature able to reſiſt, 
And it would appear, thatif miracles 
were requilite at firſt', for the eſta- 
bliſhment of Religion, even when no 
older Religion was tocedeit, and to 


makean exit at itsentry 3 much more; 
ſhould 
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ſhould miracles be neceſlary, for fixing 


any Religion againſt the received 
con ſtitutions of a previouſly ſetled 
Church. But to proſecute my firſt 
deſign, 1t 1s remarkable, that albeir 
infallibility be not, by all, conceded 
to any nulitant Church ; yet, it 1s 
aſſumed by all : Neither is there any 
Church under the Sun, which would 
not fix the name of heretic, and ac- 
count him (almoſt) reprobate, who 
would refuſe to acknowledgetheleaſt 
rational of their Principles: and thus 
theſe Church-men pull up the ladders 
from the reach of others, after they 
have by them ſcal'd the walls of pre- 
ferment themſelves. That Church- 
men ſhonld immerſe themſelves in 
things civill, is thought excentric to 
their ſphere, even 7 ordine a4 ſpiri- 
tualia : And yet, even the Capuchins, 
who are the greateſt pretenders to ab- 
ſtra& Chriſtianity and Mortification, 
do, of all others, dipth moſt in things 
civil. The Phanatics enveigh againſt 


Presbyterian Gowns. The Presbyter- 
F Jan 
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ian tears the Epiſcopal lawn Sleeves, ca 

and thinks themthe whore of Babel's | lic 
ſhirt. The Epiſcopiſt flouts at the po- |} Cl 
piſh Robes, as the livery of the beaſt, £ fo 
The Antinomian emancipates his diſci. ſha 
ples from all obedience to the Law. | ha 
The Proteſtant enjoyns good works, | But 
and ſuch are commanded, but place Þ ſol 
no merit in them. The Roman-Ca- Þ mal 
tholic thinks he merits in his obedi- Þ my 

ence. The Phanatic believes the || her: 
Lord's Supper but a ceremony, though I Salv 
taken with very little outward re- { man 
ſpe&t. The Presbyterian allowes it, | who 
but will not kneel. The Epiſcopiit © thei 
knecls, but will not adore it. The Ca- | cont 
tholic mixeth adoration with his if have 
kneeling. And thus, moſt of all Re- been 
Iigions are madeup of the ſame ele- ſhrey 
ments, albeit their aſymbolic quali-F from 
ties predomine in ſome more than inſſ} fre, 

others. And if that maxime hold, forth. 
that majus & minus non variant ſpeci- ſh Go 
em, wemay pronounce all of them to ſceing 
be one Religion. ſight { 

The Church, like the River Nz/us,$Soul, 


can 
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can hadly condeſcend where it's head 
lies; and as all condeſcend that the 
Church 1s a multitude of Chriſtians 3 
ſo joyn all their opinions, and you 
ſhall find that they will have it to 
have, like the multitude, many heads. 
But in this ( as in all Articles, not ab- 
ſolutely neceſlary for being faved) þ... 
make the Laws of my country to beg 
my Creed : and that a clear decifion, 
herein 1s not abſolutely neceflary for 
Salvation, 1s clear from this, that 
many poor Clowns ſhall be ſaved, 
whoſe conſcience 1s not able to teach 
their judgments how to decide this 
controverſie, wherein ſo many heads 
have been confounded; ſo many have 
been loſt, and ſo many have been 
ſhrewdly knockt againſt one another; 
from which flinty collifions, much 
fire, but little light,. hath ever burſt 
forth. 

God, by His Omniſcience, fore- 
ſceing, that it was too dazcling a 
ſight for the pur-blind eyes of man's 
Soul, to behold Him, invironed with 

P 2 the 
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the rayes of divine Majeſty, did be- 


ſtow upon us, three mirrors, where- 


in we might contemplate Him (as we | we 
uſe to look upon the Sun in a tub of Þ P, 
water, not daring to eye His native | th: 
ſplendor)the one was the mirror of the an 
Law, the ſecond is the works of the ÞÞ co 
Creation, and the third is the Soul of Þ to 
man:which He Himſelf hath told us is Þ the 
framed after Hisown glorious Image. Þ gai 
As for the firſt mirror,the LawzGod Þ ag: 
knowing that 7»ſtin&,or,as we term it, Þ the 
4 natural conſcience,were compleat Di-K qua 
geſts of all that man was to obſerve, He = 
did make that mirror very little,a vo-W nec 
lum of only two pages; but that mirror For 
15,of late,ſo mullered about,by margi- Caſ 
nal Notes and Commentors, that the mot 
mirror it ſelf is almoſt over-ſpread by bac 
them; and it is very obſervable,that mn} bre: 
the holy Regiſters, the Law is ſtill a-W whi 
bridged, but we never ſee it enlargd:W wiſc 
For, albeit the fundamental Laws off culo 
both Tables were packed up in nar take; 
row bounds, yet our Saviour ſum but 7 
them in theſe two, fear the Lord thy breai 


God 
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God with all thy heart, and love thy 
neighbour as thy ſeif. And the Apoſtle 
Paul, in his Divine Epiſtles, profeſles, 
that he deſires to know only Chriſt, 
and Him crucified : So, that I am 
confident, that if our Saviour ,were 
to preach in Perſon, once more to 
| the world 3 He would enveigh a- 
gainſt opr Caſuiſts, as much as He did 
againſt the Jewiſh Talmudiſtsz for, 
the one, as well as the other, are e- 
_ guilty of burdening the ſhoul- 
ers of weak Chriſtians, with the un- 
neceſlary traſh of humane inventions. 
For, I remember to have ſeen a late 
Caſuiſt, diſpute contentioufly a- 
monegſt his other caſes, whether Ta- 
bacco, taken in the morning , did 
break a commanded Faſt or not? To 
which, after a feveriſh conflict, his 
wiſdom , forſooth, returns this ora- 
culous anſwer 3 That if Tabacco be 
taken at the noſe, it breaks not the Faſt, 
but if it be taken at the month, then it 
breaks the Faſt. Which, becauſe I 
made a Collaſterion betwixt the Ca- 
F 3 ſu- 
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ſujſts and the Talmudiſts, T ſhall only 
mention, out of the Talmud 7 which 
was the Jews comment upon the 
Law) a caſe, exactly parrallel to this : 
wherein 1s decided, that if a man 
carry a burden on the Sabbath-day, 
upon both Shoulders, then he is 
guilty of breach of Sabbath , but 
that he is not guilty if he carry 1t up- 
on one-ſhoulder. As to my own pri- 
vate judgment, (which I ſubmit to 
my ſpiritual Tutors) I think, that 
ſeeing the Conſcience of man, 1s the 
fame- faculty with the Judgment, 
when converſant about Spiritual Im- 
ployments, as the word araS1o;, which 
mports a knowledge reflexive upon 
a'+man's own ſelf, doth abundantly 
evidence) that therefore, as there 
are Judgments of different tempers 3 
fo there are, likewiſe, Conſciences 
of different frames : and which vary 
as much amongſt themſelves, as na- 
tural conſtitutions do. And there- 
fore, as the ſame Doſe would prove - 
nox10us to one conſtitution 3 wherem 
another would find his health : ſo in 
one 
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one and the ſame a, that reſolution 
may be ſaving to one Conſcience, 
which may condemn another : for, 
ſeeing God hath kindled a Torch in 
each man's breaſt, by whoſe flame he 
may ſee what path he ſhould beat: in 
which ſenſe itis ſaid, Pro. 20. 27.That 
the underſtanding of man is the Candle 
of the Lord; and can that light miſ- 
lead ? And ſeeing man muſt be an- 
ſwerable according to what it preſ- 
cribes to him ; doubtleſs it 1s fitter 
that he ſhould hearken to the reite- 
rated dictates of his Conſcience, than 
to the reſolution of any School-ca- 
ſurſt : and that for the ſame reaſon, 
that it is more rational to obey the 
Law it ſelf, than the wiſeſt Lawyer, 
who may either be deceived himſelf, 
or have a deſign to deceive others. For 
if God hath endued man with every 
thing neceſlary for working out, the 
work of his own Salvation, with fear 
and trembling, He hath doubtleſs be- 
ſtowed upon him an internal Tonch- 
ſtone, by whoſe Teſt he may diſcern 
betwixt good and evil; ſeeing to 
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command man to walk uprightly, 
' and not to beſtow on him eyes to ſee 
the road, were to command a blind 
man to walk, and to puniſh him if 
he went aſtray. And as the compo- 
ſure of man's body, would be 1m- 
perfect and manck, if he - wanted a 
palate to diſcern betwixt the taſte 
of what is wholeſom, or what 1s 
putrid; So if the Soul of man were 
not ableto know its own duty, and, 
by the palate of a natural Conſcience, 
to difference betwixt lawful and un- 
lawful : certainly the ſoul might be 
thought to ,be but ill appointed. 
Thus, beaſts are, by an intrnfic prin- 
ciple, taught their duty, and do 
accordingly ſhun or follow what is 
convenient for them , without con- 
ſulting any thing from without. And 
ſhall man be leſs perſpicacious, or 
more defective than theſe ? As alſo 
ſeeing man is oftinies, by thouſands 
of occaſions, removed far from the 
aſſiſtance of Chair or Pulpit-inform- 
ers; and 1n that his retiredneſs, hath 

moſt 
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moſt of theſe caſes to be reſolved : it 
were abſurd to think that he then 
wants ſufficiency of help for their re- 
ſolution., And it 1s moſt obſervable, 
in Scripture,that men are oft check*d 
for quenching the Spirit, but never 
for not conſulting Caſaiſts, I know 
it may be thought, 'that when the 
Soul of man rages at ſometime in a 
Fever of Luſt, Revenge, or ſome 
ſuch ſin , that then the Conſcience 
may rave; Yet Idare ſay, that albeit 
the Soul, out of an inordinate defire 
to enjoy its own pleaſures, may ſet its 
invention a work, to palliate the fſin- 
fulneſs of what it deſires 3 yet by 
ſome ſecret knell, the Conſcience 
ſounds ſtill its reproof. And I dare 
ſay, that never man erred without a. ' 
check from his Conſcience ; nor that 
few have ſinned after an approba- 
tion obtained from his Conſcience of 
what he was about : and when we 
aſlent to theſe Doctors, is it not be- 
cauſe our Conſciences, or our Judg- 
ments (which are the ſame) aſlent, to 

what 
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what they inform ? which evidences 
that our Conſciences are more to be 
believed, than they , by that rule, 
Propter quod unumquodgq; eſt tale, &c, 
but to convince us of the folly of our 
addreſſes to theſe Doctors, it may, 
and often doth fall out, that that may 
be a fin in me, which a Caſuiſt pro- 
nouncesto be none: as if my breaſt 
did ſuggeſt to me, that it were a fin 
to buy Church-lands ; it there-after 
I did buy them, it were doubtleſs 
a ſin, albeit my Doftors, following 
the Canons of their particular Church 
aſſured me, that the ſale of Church- 
lands were no fin in it ſelf, Iam 
confident then, that this Caſuiſt-di- 
vinity, hath taken its riſe from the 
defire Church-men had to know the 
myltery of each man's breaſt, and to 
the end, nothing of import, might be 
undertaken without conſulting their 
Cell; perſuading men, that 7 ordine 
ad ſpiritualia, their Conſciences, and 
conſequently their Salvation, may be 


intereſted in every civil affair. And 
to 
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to confirm this, it is moſt uſed by Fe- 
ſuits and Innovators, who deſire to 
know all intrigues and ſubvert all 
States; whereas the Primitive Church 
knew noſuch ſach Divinity, neither 
haveits Doors left any ſuchVolumns. 
It may be urged, that ſeeing the 
Conſcience is but a reflex act of the 
Judgment, that as the Judgment is an 
unſare guide, the Conſcience cannot 
pretend to be infallible 3 and that the 
one, as well as the other, is tutor?d 
by the fallacious principles of ſenſe 
and cyſtom : And I my ſelf have ſeen 
my Land-lady, in France, as much 
troubled in Conſcience for giving us 
fleſh to eat in Lent, as if ſhe had caſt 
out the fleſh of a Chriſtian to be de- 
vonred by Dogs; and ſo Atheiſm may 
attribitte ro cuſtom, theſe inclinations 
whereby we are a&ed on to believe a 
Deity 3 and may tell us, that the Ma- 
humetans find themſelves as much 
prickt in Conſcience , for tranſgreſ- 
fing their Prophets Canons, as we for 
oftending againſt the moral —_ 
tnus 


70 The Virtuoſo, 


thus the adoring of a Deity might 
have at firſt been brooded in the 
Council-chamber of a Srateſ-mans 
head, and yet might have been, at 


that time, by the vulgar, and there-Þ not 
after by the wiſeſt pates, worſhip- | be 
ped with profound reſpe&ts: Yet, if Þ all 
we pry narrowly into this conceit, Þ enc 
we ſhall find in it ſomething of in- : 
ſtin&, previous to all forgeries poſli- | Co! 
ble. For, what was it (T pray you) Þ fan 
which encouraged, or ſuggeſted to Þ cal 
theſe Politicians, that ſuch a thing I tin 
as the Deity might be diſſembled to I cle 
their people for their impoſing that I ex 
cheat, pre-ſuppoſed ſome pre-exiſting K of 
notion of it 2 Or, how entred that Þ if 
fancy firſt in their wild heads? Or, ſ fo 
how could ſo many contemporary, | T 
yet far diſtant, Legiſlators, . fall up- K d' 
on the ſame thoughts, eſpecially, it Ee! 
being ſo remote from ſexſe; and for Þ a 
framing of which Idea, their experi- Þ S 
ence could never furniſh a patern? S 
Conſcience then muſt be ſomething t 


lie than the fumes of Melancholy, or, 
Capricio's 
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Capricio*sof Fancy 3 for elſe, roaring 
Gallants, who are little troubled, or 
can eaſily conquer all other fancies, 
would not be ſo haunted by theſe 
pricking pangs 3 which if they were 
not infallibly divine, behooved to 
be meerly ridiculous, and to want 
all ſupport from reaſon or experi- 
ence. 

There is another fyle of caſes of 
Conſcience, which is a Cadet of that 
ſame family; and theſe are fach 
caſcs as were the brood of theſe late 
times, which , like Inſe&s and un- 
clean creatures, may be ſaid generar: 
ex putri materia: an inſtance where- 
of, was the famous Siſter, who ask'd 
if ſhe was oligd to execute her Cat 
for killing a Mouſe upon the Sabbath. 
This was a Theology, taught by old 
doting Wives, and ſtudied by State- 
expectants , who, to gain applauſe, 
and in hope to mount Preferment's 
Saddle ,, made uſe of this gilded 
Stirrop. I ſhall not inveigh againſt 
this foppery, ſeeing it hath not - 
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ſeſt mens conceit ſolong, as to have 
preſcribed thetittle of Divinty 3 but, 
like a Meteor, which, becauſe it is 
fixt to no Orb, and is but a maſs of 
inflamed vapors, doth therefore dif- 
appear immediately, how ſoon its 
ſubſtance fAlaſhes out 3 and 1:5 aſhes 
are now entom'd in the ſame clay 
with its brother twain, that pious 
Non ſenſe, wherein God Almighty 
was treated with in familiar and not 


in ſuperior. 
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CHAP. VIIL 
diſ- 
1 its Of the Scriptures. 
aſhes 
clay S God did light the Candle of 
10Us a private Conſcience, in each 


:hty £ private breaſt 3 So hath He hung up 
the lamp of the Scriptures, in the 
body of His Church; and theſe we 
may call the Conſcience of the 
Church , whilſt Militant. Which 
ſome, by the breath of their vanity, 
and ſtorms of their paſſion, endea- 
vour to blow out; whileſt others, 
make no other uſe of its Light, than 
to ſhew them where to find a jelt. 
And within the arms of this diviſion, 
lie folded, all the prophane race of 
mankind. As to theſe firſt (who 
ſhould be firſt, becauſe they are 
Satan's fir{t-born, and ſo deſerve a 
double portion of this reproot ) they 


contend , that the Scriptures are 
written 
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- and many contradictions. But theſe 
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written in a mean and low ſtile ; are 
in ſome places too myſterious, in 0- 
thers too obſcure 5 contain many 
things incredible, many repetitions, 


miſcreants ſhould conſider; that much Þþ 
of the Scripture's native ſplendor is 
impaired by its Tranſlators, who 
fearing to fall within the verge of the Þ' 
curſed , pronounced againſt ſuch as 
ſhould pair from, or add to, any 
thing contained 1n that divine Book, 
were, and are willing, that their 
Tranſlation ſhould want rather the 
luſtre, then meaning of the Original, 
As alſo of all Tongues, I believe the 
Hebrew admits leaſt of a Tranſlation; 
eſpecially into Northern Languages : 
for as thoſe Nations differ leaſt in their 
expreſſions, who, becauſe of their 
commerce or contiguity, have the but 
moſt frequent converſe : So doubtleſs 
the Jews and we, by this Rule, 
ſhould.,in language, hold theleaſt cor- 
reſpondence. And becauſe there is 
no pure Fountain of this Tongue left, 


beſides 
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beſides the Bible, it muſt be hard to 
underſtand its expreſſions, wherein 
the Tranſlators can find little or no 
help from the variety and collation 
of Authors. And feeing this Book 


«© was penn indifferently, for all Ages, 


| Nations, and Sexes, it was fit that 
| its ſhle ſhould have been condeſcend- 
ing: for thoſe who are tall, can pull 
the fruit which hangs low, whereas 
thoſe who are low, cannot pull what 
pearches high. And it is very obſerv- 
able, that where the fruit is greateſt 
and ripeſt, there the branch whereon 
it hangs, bows loweſt. When God 
appeared to Elijah, 1 Kiz. 19. there 
came firſt a terrible wind, thereafter 
a great earthquake, and then fire 3 
and yet God was in none of theſe, 
but fpoke in the fhrill, ſmall voice. 
His divine Providence hath ſo or- 
der'd it, that our conviction cannot 
be aſcrib'd to the fard of Eloquence 
nor flight of Logick, but meerly to 
the truth of what is therein repreſent- 
ed: our Saviour, will, with clay and 

G ſpittle 
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ſpittle, illununate our eyes, as He 
did thoſe of the other blind man in 
the Goſpel. And ſuch is the ſtrength 
of His divine Arm, that He can van- 
quiſh Sathan, misbeliet and ignorance 
with any weapon. And as wethink 
the Sun's circumference but little, be- 
caule it is fituated ſo far above us: 
So we conclude theſe truths and ex- 
cellencics but mean, becauſe they are 
plac*'d above our frail reach, and will 
blame the Scriptures, when the fault 
lurks in our ſelves; that great Phyli- 
clan will cure us, like an artiſt, ' with 
ſimples ſpecific for our diſeaſe, and 
not like a Charletan, with perfumed 
and gilded nothings. It is not alway 
the beſt metall, which carries the 
pleafingeſt i-zpreſſa » nor doth the 
the painted candle caſt the. cleareſt 
Iight. There are many things in 
Scripture 3 which, becauſe of our 
frailty, appear (like a ſtaff in the wa- 
ters) to be crooked, albeit they be 
ſtraight. Why Abraham ſhould have 


kil'd his ſors Iſaap; or the /ſraelities' 
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have borrowed and not reſtored the 
Fgyptian Ear-rings , ſtaggers not 
my 7 belief; for theſe belons'd to God, 
and neither to Abraham, nor the PB. 
ejptians : and fo God might have gi- 
ven order to any He pleaſed to re- 
cave them : and thoſe who obey'd, 

ere no more gmlty than ſuch are, 
ho, by order from the Maſter, re- 
cive what he - did formerly lend to 
thers. And as to 1ts repetitions, 
hey differ, no doubt, from one ano- 
her , albeit we (who think all 
hings removed, though by a little 
liſtance from us, of one ſhape) judge 
Il, in jodging otherwiſe. Andas an 
xcellent perſon hath well obſerved, 
od hath appointed theſe reiterated 
xpreſſions, to be as ſo many wit- 
nefſes, to convince Heretics and 0- 
hers, who ſhould call the meaning of 
any one place in queſtion, or wreſt 
t by what precedes or follows 

It, 
As to thoſe others, in whom the 
ine of Gods conſolations, (by be- 
G 2 ing 
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ing winded in the crack'd veflels 0 
their heads) turns into the tart- vine- 
gar of prophane Satyres, I condole 
their condition : for , that ſtomachſl j 
muſt be very corrupt, wherein the 
beſt of aliment putrifies moſt 3 and 
probably , that indigeſted milk, be- 
ing converted into excrementitious}} 
bile and humors, may caſt them in 
a fever which ſhall never cool to all 
eternity. I pitty likewiſe thoſe, who, 
out of an inadvertent (and as they 
think, finleſs) humor, jeſt with theſe 
divine truths; like fooliſh children, 
who love rather to ſport with their 
meat than cat it. Theſe, albeit they 
intend not to prophane Scripture, 
yet, they vilifie it: And we may fay 
of the Bible, as of taking of God' 
name 1n our mouths, which muſt not 
only, not be done upon deſign, to 
blaſpheme and diffame Him 53 but 
mult not betaken but upon neceſſity, 
and, like the Shew-bread, muſt be 
uſed only when we are in ſtraits. | 
have been too guilty of this laſt fin 

my 
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my ſelf; and therefore, leſt I ſhould 


-| make no atonement, I have rather 


reſolved to appear before the world, 
in the duſt and ſackcloth ot this filly 
Diſcourſe, a Pennance, really, to me, 
very great. 

When I conſider how various and 
innumerable are the ations of men, 
and that in all theſe, they need par- 
ticular inſtructions from above the 
Poles, I admire why there are ſo 
many paſſages in Scripture , from 
which -our neceſlity may expect no 
aſhſtance. And therefore leſt I 
ſhould think, that in Scripture there 
K any waſte of words, I am induced 
to believe, that there run many hid 
Allegories fromGeneſis to Johr”s Reve- 
lations 5 wherein the myſtical ſenſe 
deſerves likewiſe the name of E 
word : Might we not have admired 
why the Story of Hagar and her 
baſtard is there voluminouſly deſcrib- 
ed, and what the Church or 'private 
Devotion was concerned therein, if 
Paul, Gal. 4. 24. had not diſcovered 

G 3 the 
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the myſtery to us? By which things, 
another thing is meant: For, - theſe 
two mothers are the two Teſtaments, 
the one which is Agar,ot mount Sina:, 
which gendereth unto bondage, e*c. 
I might here relate many excellent 
Alluſions to prove this , but I thall 
fatisfie my ſelf with one which I did 
read in one Doctor Everot 5 who 
preaching upon Joſhua, 15. 16. Then 
Caleb ſaid, he who ſmiteth Kirjath- 
ſepher and taketh it, even to him will ] 
give Achſah z:y daughter to wife, - And 
Othni:cl took it, &c. ſaith, that Caleb 
ſignifies a good heart, Kirjath-ſepher 
the City of the Letter, Achſah the Vi 
fron, Othniel God's opportunity. And 
ſo the myſtical ſenſe runsz3 a good 
heart ſaith, that whoever will takein 
(and ſmite, as'Moſes did, the rock) 
the Letter of the word, ſhall have the 
viſion which lurks under it diſcovered 
and given to him. And God's;own 
time 15 the only mean for accompliſh- 
ing this : As alfo, it is moſt- remark- 
able, that City which was,called 
Kirjath- 
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Kirjath-ſepher before it was taken in, 
or, the city of the Letter, was, after 
it was conquered, called Debir, which 
ſignifies az Oracle ; ſo that the Word, 
or Letter 1s no Oracle, till1t be once, 
as1t were, taken in and overcome, 
Since the reading of which Sermon, 
[ believe that one may profit more 
by an Hebrew Lexicon, than by a 
thouſand Engliſh Leures. * 

Thoſe who detract-from Scripture, 
by attributing rhe produdtion of Mt 
racles, to natural cauſes, do 'not 
much diſparage the power of God, 
but (though againſt their depraved 
intention) cry rather ' up his omnt- 
potency: For certainly, it theſe rm- 
racles were produced by ſecondary 
cauſes, then doubtleſs, that prodatt- 
we'faculty was beſtowed npon them 
by the Almighty 5 and-if he + cat 
make the 'creatures ' produce ſich 
ſtrange effe&ts, much more is he able 
to effoftuate them, -himſelf; as 1t is 
more difficult, for a great-Maſter, to 
form curious and admirable Charact- 
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ers when he leads a ſcholars hand , 
than when he writes them with' his 
own 3 for, ſich help may be called 
reſting aſſiſtance. T cannot likewiſe 
but blame many of our Preachers, 
who rather break than open holy 
Texts; and rather make new mea- 
nings, ſuiting with their private de- 
ſigns, than tell the meaning of the 
Spirit. Who would not have laughd 
to hear a Presbyterian obſerve, from 
the firſt chapter of Gereſs, firſt verſe, 
that whilſt Moſes relates what God 
made, he ſpeaks nothing of Biſhops 3 
by which -it was evident (faid Dor 
Qzixot's Chaplain) that Biſhops were 
not of divine Inſtitution: a conceit as 
ridiculous as that of a Prieſt, who 
heating Maria ſpoken of for to ſig- 
nifie Seas, did brag that he had found 
the. Virgin Mary named in the old 
Teſtament. Albeit I think preach- 
ing no part of divine Worſhip, hear- 
ing being no adoration 3-yet, love 
I -to go to- Church, were 1t but to 
ſee a multitude met together, to _ 
tels 
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feſs that there is a God : But, when 
I go to hear I care not whom, know- 
ing that Chriſt elected Fiſher-men to 
preach down infidelity, when it was 
in the ruff of its pnde: and that 
Paul (the moſt ſignal Trophee of our 
Chriſtian Faith) was ſent for confir- 
mation, not to Peter, or James at Je- 
ruſalewr, but Anaxias , one of the 
meaneſt amongſt the Diſciples. And 
ſeeing our Salvation, by preaching, 
is a miracle ; it 1s {till ſo much the 
greater ,, by how much weaker the 
inſtraments are. When the Pulpit 
was a mount Sina? ,, from which the 
Law was thundered, or a mount of 
Olives, whereon our Saviours glori- 
ous transformation was to be ſeen, 
then were Sermons to: be honoured 5 
but-fince it is become a mount Calvar, 
whereon our bleſſed Saviour ſuffers 
daily ,; by. ſcandaJous railings, Ser- 
mons are become unſavoury, for the 
moſt part. I hate to ſee that divine 
place made either a Bar, whereat ſe- 


cular quarrels are , with paſſion, 
| pleaded 
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pleaded; or a Stage, whereon re- 
venge 1s, by Satyres, fatished ; or 
a School-chair, from which unintel- 
ligible queſtions are myſteriouſly de- 
bated ; but amongſt all theſe inno- 
vations, introduced be our infant 
Divines, I hate none more than that 
of giving reaſons for proving the Do- 
Frine, which being Scripture it ſelf, 
can be proved by nothing that is 
more certain. As for inſtance, when 
the Dodcrine 1s, that God: loved us 
freely, how can this be proved more 
convincingly than thus, »#y Text :ſayes 
* # ? and that is idems per ident, a moſt 
anlogical kind of probation. / When 
I then go to Church, I ſhonld love 
to ſpend.my time 1n praiſes and pray- 
ers; which as they are the only parts 
ofadbration, ſo are they the natnral 
imployments of the Church , either 
Mylitant or Triumphant - -Yet, - it 
diſpleaſes me to hear our young Pul- 
pitires ſcritch and cry, like ' Baal's 
Prieſts, as if God were no nearer 
them than the viſible Heavens. +: 
CHAP. 
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CHAP. IX 
Of the Moral Law. 


T honours much our imployment, 
that God Almighty was the hiſt 
and great Law-giver z and that our 
bleſſed Saviour (tiles himſelf our Ad- 
vocat. And it is an amazing wonder 
that we are tyed only by ten Laws 3 
whereof ſeven were enacted doubtleſs 
for our advantage and reſpe& 3 more 
immediately the ſecurity of the crea- 
ture than-the honor of the Creator 3 
and are. fach reſtramts as men be- 
hoved to: have laid upon one another, 
and which nature lays upon us all. 
And albeitT laugh at the -Jewiſh Ca- 
bala, which ſays, that the moral Law 
was written, two thouſand years be- 
fore Moſes, in black letters at the 
back ot a clear burning fire : Yet, 
c2n I not approve Tertullian's wit,who 
endeavours to find all theſe ten - 
rne 
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the prohibition made to Adayr. There 
are indeed ſome fins which ſcarce a 
conſequence can- bring within the 
verge of theſe Commandments. As 
for inſtance, Drunkenneſs - Yet, theſe 
are ſuch as are ſo deſtructive to our 
nature; that there needs no Law be 
made againſt them. So that the 
Prieſt hit witily, to whom that fin 
being confeſſed , enjoyned, as a Pen- 
nance, their being drunk a ſecond 
time: which makes me conclude, 
that if Drunkenneſs were to be rang- 
ed under any of theſe Laws, 1t would 
fall. moſt naturally under that, Tho# 
ſhalt not kill. Allbeit the fourth Com- 
mandment ſeems to reſpe& only the 
honour of God, and that the crea- 
ture ſeems to be-no ways bettered by 
tt: Yet, our:more ſerions obſervati- 
on will diſcover, that all belabouring 
creatures, as it were, expett an eaſe 
the ſeventh day more than arfy other. 
Whether it be, that nature is by cu- 
ſtom framed . to that expeCtation, I 
cannot tell: But , we ſee that God 
choic'd 
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choic'd that number to be the year of 
Jubile amongſt his own people, and 
that it 15 the period of all the ſeveral 
confiſtencies 1n our life, infancy, pu- 
berty, &c. And for this reaſon Phy- 
ſicians obſerve, that the child born 
in the ſeventh month is ſtronger than 
that which is born in the eighth; be- 
cauſe in the ſeventh it is come to a 
knot, by paſſing whereof, in the 
eighth it is in a ſtate of imperfection : 
But, what the myſtery of this holy 
Climacteric is, I refer till we come 
to that Sabbath of Reſt, whereat we 
ordinarily arrive after ſeven times 
nine years hath ſnowed upon us. 

We may think, that if God had in- 
tended, that one and the ſame day of 
the week ſhould have been appropri- 
ated to have been a Sabbath, He had 
deſigned each day by a ſpecial term, 
and had commanded, that a day of 
ſuch a deſignation, ſhould have been 
ſequeſtrated for a Sabbath ; and that 
by deſigning only the ſeventh day He 


did leave a liberty to employ 
any 


89 The Virtuoſo, 


any day of the ſeventh for that uſe- 
Yet, it 1sremarkable, that Moſes nor 
the Jewiſh Church durſt not attempt 
the change of their new-years day ; 
but that the Almighty was pleaſed to 
beſtow a peculiar fanftion upon that 
alteration: For, Exod. 12. 2. He 
commands, that the month wherein 
the Iſraelites came from Egypt, ſhould 
be, by them, reputed the firſt month 
of their ycar. Wherefore , ſeeing 
each Nation chalks out a divers Sab- 
bath, it would appear that there is 
ſomething of humor in it, as well as 
of Religion. The Vexrereons Mahu- 
metan chooſeth Friday, or, dies Ve- 
reris; The dull Jew dull Saturrns day; 
Fhe warlick Pharthians Tueſday, or, 
Mars's day: The cheery Europeans Sun- 
day. And albeit the Chriſtians are 
influenced only by inſpiration; yet, I 
am confident, that the heathens did 
follow that for Religion, which ſuiz 
ted beſt with their natural temper. 
But this is a meditation which ſhould 
travel no where beyond a mans pri- 
vate 
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vate . breaſt, leſt it meet with enmuty 
and beget ſcandal. 


It would puzzle a heathen much to 
hear, that he who breaksone of theſe 
Laws isgui'ty ofthe breach of all: But, 
it troubles not me;ſceing all theſeLaws 
are made to ſhew our obedience, and 
the breach of any one of them ſhews 
our contempt of hum whois the author 
of all. And it may be this was typt- 
fed in Moſe's breaking both Tables, 
with one paſſionate fling, after he 
came down from the Mount : For, if 
this breaking of them had not been 
pre-defigned for ſome hid end, doubt- 
leſs he had been reproved for his neg- 
ligence. However, we may from this 


learn the deſperate nature of paſſion, # ©\* 


which made Moſes, who was the 
meckeſt man upon earth, break all 
the Laws of God in one act. It might 
be alſo argued, that ſeeing all the 
Laws ofthe ſecond Table were enaQt- 


ed for, and reſpect ultimately, the 
adyantage of Man, that where man 
15 
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1s not wronged, there the Law can- 
not be broke. And thus, if a mar- 
ried Man ſhould have liberty from 
his wife to take another woman, this 
could be no more reputed adultery, 
than it could be reputed theft to take 
what belongs toour neighbour, him- 
ſelf conſenting 5 and that for this 
cauſe, Jacob's begetting children with 
his wifes maids, is not in Scripture 
reproved as adultery, becauſe they 
were given to him by her ſelf, for that 
effe&t ; but ſeeing the practice of all 
the world condemns this concluſion, 


far beit from me to expreſs it farther; 
yet this is but a ſophiſm, for ſeeing 
our bodies are the Temples of the- 
Holy Ghoſt, wecan no more beſtow 
them upon ſuch uſes, than a Church- 
Warden caf give the uſe of the 
Church to Taverners. 
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CHAP. X. 
Of the Judicial Law. 


Lbeit the Judicial Law (which 

XJ may be juſtly called the judi- 
cious' Law) 15 commonly reputed to 
be but the municipal Law of the Jews; 
yet ſeeing it was delivered, in almoſt 
one context, with that Law which 
was thihd red from mount Sinaz with 
ſo 'much pomp, and is ingroſt in the 
Books of holy Truth, and ſeems near- 
hetrrelared to reaſon. than any other 
Law';'I':admire why it ſhould not be 
rdigionfly obſerved by all Nations : 
eſpecially ſeeing, as it is, the exaCteſt 
picture of Juſtice that ever was 
drawn; ſo ithaththis of a pictare in 
It, that it ſeems to look directly up- 
on all who behold it ; albeit they be 
placed' (amongſt themſelves) in di- 
refly- oppoſite ſitntations and ſtan- 
ces; Thus this Law ſuits even with 
H contrary 
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contrary tempers, and the unequal 
complexions of all Nations. I, know 
that theCeremonial Law is likewiſe in- 
ſerted amongſt the other holy Canons, 
- and yet binds not us who live under 
the juriſdiction of the Coſpel : Bur, 
the reaſon of this ſeems to be, be- 
cauſe theſe did immediately concern 
the Jewiſh Church, and were conver- 
fant about theſe holy things. And 
ſo, ſeeing the Old Teſtament is a de- 
ſcription of their Hierarchy, and of 
God's way of working -in thoſe times, 
I wonder not to ſee the Ceremonies 


amidſt other ſacred Truths, and yet 
not obſerved, ſeeing they are expreſly 
—_— Burif the judicial Law, 


which reſpected not the Hierarchy of 
that Church, was obligatory only 
whileſt the Jewiſh State was in Being, 
I admire why the Spirit of God too 
ſo much pains, firſt to pen it,and then 
to deliver it ſo Canon-like to poſte- 
rity. And fince it is a principle in 
Law and Reaſon, that Laws muſt ſtill 
ſtand in vigor till they be expreſl 
abrogated, 
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abrogate, and muſt not be derogated 
from by conſequences or preſumpti- 
ons, I admire why this Law, which 
God hath enervated by no expreſs 
Text, ſhould be now look'd upon as 
Statutes no-wiſe A-la-mode. It is true, 
that our Saviour, when the worhan, 
convicted of adultery, was brought 
to Him, did not, ' according to that 
—_ the ſentenceof death 
againſt her 4 whence ſome think, that 


urch-men, following their Maſters 
example, ſhould not give their ſut- 
frages in criminal caſes, and have 


only xy avaiuexrhy, a bloodleſs Juriſ= 
diction; for, they are appointed to 
be Nurſes, not Chyrurgeons. But, 
t is as true, that our Saviour profeſl- 
ed.in all the tract of His life, that He 
came not to be a Judge in things 
temporal,and His deſign, in that place, 
was only to convince them of their 
own fins, and not to abſolve her, nor 
to abrogate the Law : and therefore 
He deſired him, who was freeſt from 
fin, to caſt the firſt ſtone at her. And 

H 2 whereas 
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whereas it is conjectured, that thoſe 
words ' which our Saviour ſtoop'd 
down. to write in theclay, immediate= 
ly thereafter was an abrogation of that 
Law 3 this. is Geomancy more wilde 
then any leſſon which is: alledged: to 
have been read in the Myſterious face 
of Heaven,and ſhould never betaught 
butin aRabbie'sCabalaſticGown.And 
whereas it 1s alledged that there are 
ny precepts in that corpus Juris, which 
refpe&ts.only the humor of ____ L 
admirewhy that can be urged;for-cer- 
tainly, theft, murder, and thoſe orher 
crimes! puniſhed there, are the ſame 
crumes Which reign amongſt us; and: ſo 
why not. puniſhable after that ſame 
manner ?: Neither are the humors of 
theſe Jews more different from ours, 
than was the genius of the Romars;and 
yet, few or no Nationsrefuſe to caſt 
their modern Laws in that antique 
mold. And it isvery probable, that 
as God did, mm the moral Law, teach 
man how to be juſt in his own acti- 
ons; ſo He would likewiſe inſtruct 


him 
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him by a judicial Law, how to ad- 
miniftrate Juſtice to others. 

What can perpetuate a Law more 
than that the Authority whereby it 
is enacted ſhould be obligatory in all 
ages; and the reaſon whereon it. 1s 
founded ſhould be eternal? and in 
whatLaws do theſe two qualities ap- 
pear more, or ſo much, as in the judi- 
cial Laws of the Jews, where the e- 
ternal Law-giver was Legiſlator, and 
the occaſion, productive of them,ſeem- 
ed rational (and neceſflary ) to His 
infallible omniſcience ? and if in any 
of theſe ſtatutes, our purblind Judg- 
ments cannot ſee a preſent conveni- 
ency, we ſhould rather impute that 
to our own ſimplicity, than charge it 
as a guilt upon His divine Statutes. 
And are there not many municipal 
Laws in each Country, which have 
no hedge about them to keep them 
untrampled upon by wanton and too 
curious ' wits? But, that excellent 
Maxime , Ommninm que fecerunt Ma- ++, 
Jores noſtri, non eſt reddenda ratio, ne- 
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que certa ſunt, incerta redderentur 5 a 
reaſon muſtnot be rendred for all that 
our Anceſtors haveenacted, leſt what 
is now certain, become then uncertain. 
Albeita Law enacted only by humane 
Authority,ſeemunreaſonable or incon- 
venient;yet,it retains its vigor till it be 
abrogated by the ſame, or an higher 
Authority, than that whereby it was 
firſt ſtatuted 3 and the Law fayes,that 
. nihil eſt tam naturale quan unu ue 

— alot quo —_— 
And, ſecing the moral and judicial 
Laws aretwiſted fo together, and are 
oft incorporated in one ſtatute,as Lev, 
20. 10.Dent.22.22. where adultery is 
forbidden, and the adulterer 1s to die 
the death : how can we think the 
one half of this Law obligatory for 
ever, and yet neglect it's other half, 
wherein the puniſhment is ſpecified, 
and which appears to have been the 
ſcope of thedivine Law-giver ? For, 
the world needed not ſo much to have 
been aquainted, that adultery was 
a ſin, as that that fin deſerved death 3 

an 
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and if we allow our capricious humor 
the liberty to reject what we think 
inconvenient we may, at laſt,arrive at 
that pitch of licentiouſneſs, as to ab- 
rogate , by our practice, whatever 
chocks our preſent humor. 

There are many things much miſ- 
taken in that Law, which makes the 
diſlonancy berwixt it and our Law, 
_ ſo much the greater. As for 
inſtance, it is concluded, that by that 
Law, no theft was puniſhable by 
death; whereof this is given as a rea- 
ſon, becauſe there is no proportion be- 
twixt the goods and lifez and that 
all that a man hath he will give for his 
life: whereas this argument would 
prove, that no guilt but murder 
ſhould be puniſhed with death 3 and 
ſo thisdart rather flees over than hits 
the mark at which it is levePd, And 
if this a ent concluded, why 
ſhould adohary have been puniſhed 


with death by that Law, ſeeing there 
ſeems no proportion betwixt t 
guilt and death ? for if vita & fam, 
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be in Law equiparat , by that : ſame 
Law, pecunia eſt alter ſanguis. Put if 
there be no propartion betwixt goods 
and life, and it : the puniſhment of 
theft, when it's aggrag'd to it's grea- 
teſt he1ght, cannot, m their. opinion, 
reach-ſo tar as to be capital : why was 
it, that by that Law nocturnal 
s theives, might have been killed by 
thoſe who found thern ? Exod..22. 2. 
For, 1t appears againſt reaſon that 
more ſhould be permitted to a. pii- 
vate and paſſionate party, than to a 
*-diſ-intercſted Judge. And it is clear 
by 2 Sae. 12. 5. theft was, in ſome 
caſcs, capital: For, there David vows, 
that hewho took his neighbours one 
ſheep, and ſpared his own many, 
ſhould ſurely dic 3 which being ſpoke 
by a juſt King to an cxccllent Pro- 
phet, and not reproved, mult not be 
thought a flaſhof patlion, but a well- 
jounded. fentence., Were not likes 
wie two theeves crucified by the 
Fws at the ſame time with our ever 
glorious Saviour ? which muſt not be 
| | thought 
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thought ,a Romiſh .execntion, ſeeing 
thc Law of the Romans allowed no 
ſach —_— for theft : I judge 
therefore, the reaſon why murder and 
adultery were puniſhed with death, 
rather than all thefts, to have been, 
becauic theft may be repaired by reſ- 
titm:i0n, but murder and adultery 
cannot. And albeit the judicial Law 
commands reſtitution only in the theft 
of an 0x or Twep, (things of ſinall 
moment, 2nd which may be ſtollen 
t0!atti-v cather hunger thanluſt) yet, 
I ſee 59 3tmits tet to Judges, . com- 
manding them not to infhc&t -a capt 
tal puniſhment in extraordinary caſes; 
For certainly, he who ſteals, may, 
for ought he himſelf knows, be about 
the committing of murder, ſeeing to 
ſteal what ſhould aliment any poor 
one, 1s, 1n effect, the ſame thing as to 
murder him. It is much controverted * 4 
if this Law prohibits ſelf-murder, and, ' 
I think it doth : For, we are com-" 
manded to love our neighbor as out” 
ſelf ; and fo, ſince we are command: © 
E 
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ed not to kill our neighbour, that 
fame Law muſt likewiſe forbid our 
killing of our ſelves. But the rea- 
fon probably, why no expreſs Text 
did forbid. that fin , was, becauſe 
the Spirit of God knew that the 
natural averſion we have againſt 
death, would, in this, do more than 
ſupply a Lawz and that thoſe who 
would be ſo deſperate as to neglect 
the one would never be ſo pious as 
to. obey the other. Orelſe, God 
hath been unwilling, by making ſuch 
a Law, to jntimate to the world, that 
ſuch a ſin might becommitted. Yet, 
it ſeems ſtrange,that many are in Scripe 
ture related, as Sas, and others, to 
have killed themſelves, againſt whom 
no check ſtands regiſtred in holy 
Records. But, Iſtop here, intending 
to beſtow, a whole Tra&t upon the 
judicial Law, a task hitherto too 
much neglected. 

The ſecond Mirror, wherein God 
Almighty is to be ſeen, is that of His 
Creatures: and in that a Virtuoſo may 

contemplate 
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contemplate in His infinite power, as 
in the other he may ſee His admirable 
juſtice, It is very obſervable, that 
when God, or His Prophets, would 
prove His greatneſs, the Sun, Orion, 
and the Leviathan , are madeuſe of ' 
as arguments. And when the Spirit 
of God deſcribes the inimitable 
knowledg of Solowon, beſtowed up- 
on him by God, as an extraordinary 
mark of His favor, he fayes not, 
that he underſtood the quirks of 
_ or notions of Divinity; 
but, it is ſaid, that he knew all, from 
the Cedar of Lebanon to the Hyſope 
that grows upon the wall. And, 1n 
earneſt, it is ſtrange, that when man 
comes into the gallery of this World, 
he ſhould take ſach pleaſure in gaz- 
ing upon theſe —Þ fictions , 
which have only paſt the pencil of 
humane wit, and d not fix his 
admiration upon thoſe glonous cer 
atures, which are the works of that 
great Maſter 3 in framing whereof 
God is content to be faid *ohave, 


ſpent 
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ſpent {ix days, to the end, that man 
might admire the effects of ſo much 
pains;whereasHis omnipotency might, 
with one fiat, haveſummon'd them all 
to appear, apparell'd in theſe gorge- 
ous dreſſes which now adorns them. 
And it 1s as ſtrange, that man, ha- 
ving that huge volumn of the Creati- 
on to revolve, wherein 1s ſuch an in- 
finite number of curious tale douces, 
to feaſt his eyes with curioſi:y, and 
to Furniſh his ſolid knowledge ; he 
ſhould notwithſtandingſpend ſo much 
oyl and ſweat, in ſpinning out ers 
rationis, materia prima, potentia obedi- 
entialis, and ſuch like unintelligible 
tra(h, which, like cob-webs, are but 
envenomed_ duſt curiouſly wrought, 
And becauſe the Groſs of mankind 
was ſo groſs, as not. to underſtand 
God's greatneſs by the abſtract zdea's 
which _ inſtin& preſented to him: 
Therefore, to reach that ſenſual 
croud, by the trunch-manrie of ſenſe 
He hath beſtowed upon them this 
mirror, wherein they may ſee how 
infinite 
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infinite He is in power, who made; - - 
Nothing ſo fruitful, as to bud forthia 

this glorious crop of creatures, which 

now inhabit the ſurface of Heaven 

and Earth. 


—_—_—— 


CHAP. XL. 
Of Monſters. 


Admire that ſuch Philoſophers as 
have had their faces waſh'd at the 
Font, can allow of Monſters, and 
define them to be the preter-intenti- 
onal works of nature, wherein na- 
ture miſs'd of her deſign, and was not: 
able to effectuate what ſhe intended; ;-. 
For, if nature and providence \ignifie 
the ſame thing in the Dictionary of- 
Chriſtianity, 1t were . blaſphemy: to- 
think, that Providence could not: be! 
able to effectuate what it once de-; 
ſigned. All the creatures are, indeed, 
but as clay in the hand of this great 
Potterz 
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Potter 3 but,it were impious tothink, 
that HisArt canbe miſtakenin framing 
ary Veſicl : wherefore, I amapter to 
believe, that all theſe creatures which 
the Schools term Morfters, are rather 
the intentions than errors of zatxre z 
and that as zatxre doth nothing with- 
out defign, ſoit doth nothing without 
ſucceſs. And thus I rather adnnre na- 
ture in theſe, for her cunning variety, 
then upbraid her with inſufficiency 
and weakneſs. Neither term T an Her- 
maphrodite,man or woman,according 
to the prevalency of that Sex which 
predomines in it 3 no more than I 
think that the Painter, when he hath 
delineated curiouſly anexatMermaid, 
reſolved to draw either a woman, or 
afiſh, and not one diſtin&t creature, 
piec'd up of both. And doubtleſs this 
error did at firſt proceed from man's 
vanity 3 who concluded, that every 
frame which anſwered not that idea, 
which reſides in him, was the effect 
of charce,and not of nature; as if nature 
had been obliged to leave in the bi- 
bliotheck 
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bliotheck of his head,theOriginal of all 
ſuch Pieces as was to paſs it's preſs. 
Seeing God, in His ſurvey of the 
Creation, called all that He had made 
good, becauſe they were uſeful, I con- 
clude, that thoſe are the beſt which 


are the moſt uſeful. And albeit I 
condemn prodigality of ignorance 5 
in preferring a Diamond toa Capon 
or Sheep 3 yet, doI not condemn 
ſuch of vanity, as ſhine with theſe 
ſparkling creatures : For, ſince God 
made #othing,which He did not deſti- 
nate for ſome uſe, and ſeeing moſt of 
theſe ſerve for no uſeelſe, Toubtlek, 
the wearing of them is moſt allow- 
able. Yet, can I not allow of thoſe 
gaudy compounds, which men create 
to themſelves; as if ſomething had 
been ſtill wanting after the Creation 
was finiſhed : wherein Man could 
ſupply God, and Art Nature. The be- - 
ſtowing of an hundred pounds upon 
a Tulip, or a thouſand on a Picture, 
are not to me the meer rants of lux- 


by 
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by «the Almighty, for returning to 
poor - Artiſans , that money, which 
oppreſſion dic at firſt moſt mjuftly 
ſcrew from thetr weary hands. It 
150Uur;1gnorance of natures myſteries 
whith perſuades us, that ſome, if not 
moſt, ''of the creatures, ſerve rather 
for beautiſying the univerſe, than for 
ſapplying.neceſlity. 3 an error. which 
expetience daily! confutes -: $0, 'thoſe 
herbs which of old cloathed: only the 
uninhabited motintains, do now de- 
ſarve their own place in Apothecaries 
ſhops. Andit'is moſt obſervable, that 
the Scurvy growsno where but where 
the diſcaſe rapes, which 15 cured by 
it. Seeing Gad loved: variety 1n the 
Creation, He cannot hate curiofity 
in-man 3 theſe two-bemg correſpon- 
dents: and the one without: the ©- 
ther wonld be but as flowers to the 
blind, or as mufic to the deaf. Tlaugh 
at the fruitleſs pilgrimages of ſuch as 
travel to Joppe or China, toſatighe 
their curioſity 3 there being a Tred- 
askin's cloſet m each Tulip, and a S9- 
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lomon's Court in each Lilly of the 
field. And ſeeing mens tempers are 
ſo various, it was no wonder that 
the creatures (which were made for 
his uſe) ſhould have been made 
proportional to his humor : But, fee- 
ing Art hath, in many things, copied 
Nature to the life, I think not the 
Symmetry nor varicty to be ſeen a- 
mongſt the creatures ſuch an infallible 
argument for proving the Being of 3 
God; as is ##ſtinF, which all the art 
of menand Angels cannot-counterteit; 
and herein 1s it, that that grand Magt- 
cian muſt acknowledge the finger of 
his Maker, ſeeing here his own art 
fails. 

Thoſe who expect equal excellen- 
cyin all the parts of this curious Fa- 
brick , do not underſtand wherem 
its Symmetrie conſiſts. All the ſtrings 
of an Inſtrument ſound not equally 
high, and yet they make up the har- 
mony : the face of the earth looks 
inſome places deform'd and patch'd 3 


and yet it is there the mother of rich 
| mines 
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mines (as if God intended to beſtow 
a great portion where He beſtows an 
ill face) and whatwe think deform- 
ities, were placed there as patches, 
and are no more blemiſhes, than the 
{pots are to the Leopards. 

I confeſs, that at firſt it puzled 
much my enquiry, for what end 
theſe Mountains were made ſo near 
neighbours to the divided clouds : 
and I once imagin'd, that theſe were 
rather the effe&s of the flood, than 
creatures at firſt intended 3 and were 
but the rubbiſh and mud which theſe 
impetnous waters had heap'd up in 
a maſs : But, I was thereafter dif- 
ſuaded from this conjecture, by the 
8. Chap. Prov. where wiſdom, prov- 
ing its antiquity, ſays, that it was 
with God before the Heavens were 
prepared, and the Mountains ſetled ; 
by -the ſcope of which Text, '. itis 
clear, that the Heavens, Hills, .and 
the reſt of the Creation, are faid to 
bear one date. It is then more pro- 
bable, that God foreſceing that: = 

It 
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luſt of conqueſt would, like the Nee- 
dle of the Compaſs, look oft Northz 
asis evident by comparing all the 
Monarchies (firſt the A/jpria, then 
Grecian, then Roman, now German) 
did therefore bound ambition, as it 
were with high Hills, /albeit fince 
Ambition hath found a way to climb 
overthem) as if He told them, that 
they ſhould march no further. Thus, 


it 1s very obſervable, that the nor- 
thern parts of one Kingdom, are al- 


wayes more barren than the South- 
ern limits of the Countrey which hes 
to the North of it. The North of 
England more mountainous and bar- 
ren than the ſouth of Scotland, albeit 
it lye nearer the Sun , the South of 
Exeland more pleaſant and fertile 
than the North of France; and the 
South of France than the North of 
Italy, &c. 

We muſt likewiſe conſider , that 
nature bruiſed its face ſo when it fell 
in Adam, that it did then contract 
many of theſe blemiſhes which now 
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deform it 3 and that as it waxes old, 
its native beauty 13 the more deform- 
ed by furrowed wrinkles. We cannot 
judge what it was in health, by its 
preſent diſtempered condition,where- 
in it groans and travelleth in pain, as 
the Apoſtle tells us. And the dif- 
ferences betwixt theſe two ſtates may 
be known from this, that God, when 
He compleated the Creation, ſaw 
that all was good 3 whereas Solomon, 
having reviewed it in his time, ſaw 
all to be vanity and vexation of 
ſpirit. 
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CHAP. XII 


Of Man, and his Creation. 


He third Mirror, wherein God 

is to be admired, is Mar. This 

is that noble creature which God 
was pleaſed to mould laſt of all o- 
thers, not willing to bring him home, 
till by the preceding Creations He 
had plemſhed his houſe abundantly 
for him. And albeit in the creation 
of all other creatures, it is only faid, 
that God ſpoke and it was : Yet, 
when Man was to be framed, the 
cabinet Council of Heaven was cal- 
led, and it is ſaid | let xs] as if more 
Art had been to be ſhewed here,than 
in all ' the remanent Fabric of the 
terraqueous Globe, and glorious 
Circles of Heaven. It is likewiſe 
very obſervable, that albeit all the 
fiſhes of the Sea were formed by one 
word, all the beaſts of the field by 
I 3 one 
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one at, &c. Yet, God was pleaſed 
to beſtow two upon the creation of 
Man; by the firſt, his body was 
created out of the duſt, and there- 
after, was breathed in, his foul. And 
albeit tranſient mention 1s only made 
of all other Creations; yet the” Hif- 
tory of Mans Creation is twice re- 
peated, once, Gen, 1. 27. and: a- 
gain, 2, 7. And, leſt chat foreſeen 
deformity, wherewith he was. to be 
beſmeared after his fall, ſhuuid azake 
tt. be queſtioned,that at his firſt creati- 
on he had receiv'd the izzpreſſa of God's 
Image, this is oft repeated : For, in 
the, 26. v. Gey., 1. 1t is ſaid, Let ws 
make man in our. image ; and then a- 
gain, azd after ouy -Jikeneſs. And in 
the 27, verſe, So God created man in 
his own image; and again immediate- 
ly thereafter, iz the image of God 
created he him. Yet, I am confident, 
that this image 1s ſo bedaled in the 
mire of {in, and, ſo ſhattred þy its 
firſt tall, and this divine izpreſſa, and 


print, 
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print, ſo worn out, by our old vict- 


ous habits, that, it this genealogy 


had not been ſo oft inculcated, we 
could not but have called it in que- 


ſtion, albeit our vanity be ready e- 


nough to believea deſcent ſoroyal and 
ſublime. Wherefore I muſt again 
admire the folly . of Atheiſts, who, 
by denying a Deity. cloud their own 
noble birth-right. | 

But, albeit man -be made after 
Gods Image,. yet, that can be no ar- 
gument to conclude, that therefore 
God may be made after mans image, 
or. repreſented; under his figure, as 
the Anthropomarphites fooliſhly con- 
tend, no more; than if we ſhonld 
conelnde, that becauſe a Copy may 
be taken of an Original ,: therefore 
an Original may be taken of a Copy. 
Neither is this repreſentation ſalvd 
from- being idolatry, by alledging 
that the image is not worſhupped, 
but God, who is repreſented by it - 
For, it hath been well obſerved by an 
ancient Father, that idolatry in Scrip- 
I 4 ture 
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4 ture 1s called adultery. And it is no 


good excuſe for an adultereſs, 'that 
ſhe did lye with another becauſe he 
repreſented her Husband to her, and 
reſembled him as a Copy doth its 
Original : Yet, ſeeing nothing is 
roomed in our judgment and appre- 
henfion , but what firſt entered by 
the wicket of ſenſe, it is almoſt im- 
poſſible for man to conceive the Tdea 
of any thing but veſted with ſome 
ſhape, as each mans private reflections 
will abundantly convince him. 

As the boundleſs Ocean keeps and 
ſhews its well-drawn images , whilſt 


it ſtands quiet, with a face poliſh'd . 


like a:chryſtal cake, but loſes them 
immediately , how ſoon its proud 
waves begin to ſwell and enrage, to 
ſpit its froathy foam in the face of 
the angry Heavens; ſo, whilſt a 
Stoical.. indolency. and. Chriſtian re- 
poſe ſmooths our reſtleſs ſpirits, it is 
only then, that the ſoul of '-man 
can be ſaid to retain that glorious 
image of God Almighty, with which 

it 
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7o | it was impreſſed at its created nati- 
at | vity. But, when the waves of choler 
ie | begin to roar, orthe winds of vanity . 
id | to blow, then that glorious image 1s 
ts | no more to be diſcerned in him, than 
is | the ſhadows and repreſentations of 
e- | in-looking objects are to be ſeen and 
y | diſcerned in the diſquieting boſom 
1- | of the troubled waters. 


CHAP. 


”, "Hy = == HY mw Ay on 


- 
a 


—_—_— 


The Virtuoſo, 


CHAP. XIlL. 
Of the immortality of the ſoul. 


He ſtings of a natural conſci- 
ence, which, according to 

each mans aQings, create to him e1- 
ther agues of fear, or paradiſes of 
+ Joy, do by theſe omniating preſages, 
convince us of the immortality of the 
ſoul : and ſeeing we ſee its prediQ- 
ions, both in dreams, in damps of 
melancholy, and ſuch like enthuſial- 
tic fits, followed by ſuitable events; 
why may we not likewiſe believe its 
predictions as to its- own immortality; 
it. being the prudence of a Virtuoſo to 
lay hold of every mean, which may 
allay the rage cf his hereditary mis- 
fortunes ? And to what end would 
the ſoul of man receive ſuch impreſli- 
ons of fear and hope, if, by its mor- 
tality, it were not to be ſtated in a 
condition 
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condition, wherein its fears and hopes 
were to have ſuteable rewards or 
puniſhments 2 Moreover, ſeeing God: 
3s juſt, - He will puniſh and reward'; 
' and therefore, ſeeing he puniſhes and 
rewards not men according to their 
merits, of: demerits here, there nzaſft 
be doubtleſs a future ſtate wherein 
that is-t0;. be expeqed. But, 'that 
which. canvinces my private judg- 
ment.moſt of this trath, 1s, that.ithe 
nobleſt Souls, and the {harpelt-{ight+ 
ed, do, ; of all others, moſt defire the 
ſtate; of ſeparation , and have. the 
weakeſt attachs to this life 5 which 
muſt doubtleſs proceed from an aflu« 
rance of .ummortality , and that it 
bath, from-the Piſguh of its contem- 
plation, got a view of the ſpiritual 
Canarn: For, ſeeing the brutiſhefk of 
creatures abhors annihilation, as the 
moſt averſable ill in nature, doubt- 
leſs the- ſoul of man, which: 1s the 
moſt divine of all creatures, would 
never appete this ſeparation, if by. it, 
it were: to be extinct and to he: no 

more. 
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more. And how abſurd were it to 
believe, that man's ſoul ſhould be 
made after Gods image, and yet con- 
clude it mortal, a quality repugnant 
to any thing that is divine? As alſo, 
how can the ſoul be thought to pe- 
riſh with the body, ſeeing theſe acci- 
dents which deſtroy the body cannot 
reach it? how can the heat of a fe- 
ver burn, or rheumes drown, that 
which is not corporeal and cannot be 
touched ? And, ſeeing mans leaſt 
peccadilio againſt God- Almighty, is 
againſt one who is infinit, were it 
. Nnotabſurd to think, that it could be 
* proportionally puniſhed in the ſwift 
glaſs of mans ſhort life 2 than which, 
nothing is more finite, or ſooner fin- 
niſhed. 

As the ſoul is God's Image, ſo its 
produdt are the Images of His admir- 
able operations. Donot Mathemati- 
cians create Eagles, Doves, and ſuch 
like Automata's? And ſpring not 
flowers from the Chymilt glaſſes 2 
And thus Art, which is man's off- 

ſpring, 
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ſpring, doth ape nature, which is the 
workmanſhip of the Almighty: and 
therefore, ſceing the ſoul can, with 
one thought, graſp both the Poles, 
can dart out 1ts conceits as far as the 
fartheſt borders of the imaginary 
ſpaces, create worlds, and order, and 
diſorder, all that 1s in this which is 
already created ; it's ſtrange to think 
it to be either corporeal or mortal : 
For, if it were corporeal and a maſs 
of blood, its atings would be lent 
and dull, neither could its motions 
be ſo nimble and winged, as are theſe 
of our agile ſpirits. It were impoſt- 
ble for our narrow heads, to inn all 
theſe innumerable 1deas (which are 
now in them) if theſe were all cor- 
poreal 3 and if theſe be not cor- 
poreal, that which produces them 
moſt be doubtleſs incorporeal, ſeeing 
ſmile generatur a ſimili ;, and dull fleſh 
and blood could never produce ſuch 
ſpiritual emanations. 

As the ſoul is Gods Image, fo, in 


this it reſembles Him very much, that 
we 
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we can know nothing of its nature 
without its own afliſtance : like a 
dark lanthorn, or a ſpy, it diſcovers 
every thing tous, except it ſelf, And 
becauſe it refuſes us the light of its 
candle, whileſt we are in the queſt of 
Its : myſteries 3 therefore it is, that 
our re-ſearches of its nature are 
gropings in the dark : and fo ofttimes 
vain, if not ridiculous. Awvicenna, 
Averroes, and the remnant of that 
Arabian tribe , admiring its prodigt- 
ous effects , did attribute our ſpiri- 
tual motions to aſhſting Angels; as if 
ſuch admirable notions could not be 
fathered upon leſs ſublime cauſes ; 
which Cardan likewiſe thinks, do of- 
fer their aſſiſtance and light. to ſenſi- 
tive creatures, but that the churliſh- 


neG/ of their matter will not ſuffer Py 
them to entertain ſuch pure ecradiati- al 

ons. - This difparages fo much hu- | {2 
manity, making man only a ſtatue, | P* 
that it were againſt the ſouls intereſt | 2? 
to admit of any fach Idea's : For, as led 
i tends more to the Artiſts praiſe to = 
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cauſe his produds move from hid and 
mternal ſprings, than from extrinſick 
caufes ; as we ſee in Watches and 
ſuch like. So it is more for the ho- 
nor of that great Artiſt', and more 
ſuitable to the Being and nature of 
His creatures, that all its operations 
flow from it ſelf, than from afhiſting 
bat exterior coadjutors z which makes 
me averſe from Ariftotle's opinion , 
of the motion of the ſpheres by intel- 
ligences. And it were abſurd to 
think, that men ſhould be blamed or 
praiſed for thoſe effefts which their 
aſſeſſor Angels could only be charged 
with. The Platorics alledged , that 
all ſouls exiſted before their incarce- 
ration in bodies; in which ſtate of 
re-exiſtence, they were doted with 
all theſe ſpiritual endowments, which 
ſhall attend them in the ſtate of ſe- 
paration 3 and that at their firſt ally- 
ance with bodies, their native know- 
ledge was clouded «mmwn; ava60a1, with 
the putting off knowledge for a time, 
till by a remini{centia, their i” 
uUais 
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uals revived, as by a refurrefion, 
And Origen added, that theſe fouls 
were , according to their eſcapes, 
committed in the ſtate of their pri- 
mitive ſeparation, yoaked with bet- 
ter or worſe bodies 3 a ſhift taken, in 
all probability, by him, to evite the 
apprehenſion of God's being unjuſt, 
for infuſing innocent ſouls,into bodies 
which would infe& them 3 and, by 
drawing them into inevitable ſnares, 
at laſt condemn them 3 or at leaſt 
their infuſion was the impriſoning 
thoſe who were notguilty 3 a difficul- 


ty which ſtraits much, ſuch as main- 
tain that the ſoul is not ex traduce. 
What the hazard of this opinion may 
be, my twilight is not able to dif- 
cover. 


It may be, that the Stoicks miſtake 
in making the ſouls of men to be but 
parcels, decerpt from that univerſal 
anima mundi (by which they doubt- 
leſs meant God Himſelf) was occaſi- 
oned by a miſtake of that Text, _ 

Co 
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God breathed into man's noſtrils, the 
breath of life : concluding, that as the 
breath 1s a part of the body which 
breathed it; ſo the ſoul behoved to 
be a part of that divine efſencez from 
which, by a ſecond conſequence , 
they concluded, that the ſoul, bein 
a part of that divine Being, coul 
not ſaffer,nor undergo any torments ; 
as aſſerted by Seneca, Epiſt. 29. Cz- 
cero, Tuſe. 5. and defended by their 
ſucceſflors, thoſe primitive Heretics, 
the Grnoſticks, Maniches and Priſeil- 
haniſts. But this Baſtard is not worth 
the foſtering, being an opinion that 
God hath parts, and man real divini- 
ty and isdoubtleſs a falſe and flatter- 
ing teſtimony given by the ſoul to ft 
ſelf. For, ſeeing the ſoul is, by di- 
vine Oracles, told us to be made af- 
ter God's Image, it can be no more 
called a part of God, than the pt- 
ure ſhould be reputed a part of the 
Painter. 
Ariſtotle, like the Devil (who be- 
cauſe he knows not what to anſwer, 
anſwers 


ww 
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anſwers eyer in Engines) tells us, that 
Anima 1s erTrA2N£44, a tErM frxed to ex- 
erciſe the empty - brams of curious 
Pedants, and apter to beget, than 
explicate difficulties. Neither believe 
' T, that his three ſouls, which helodges 
' in man, to wit, the rational, ſenfitive 
and vegetative , do differ more a- 
mongſt themſelves, than the wall, 
underſtanding and fancy differ from 
the two laſt : So that his arithmetick - 
might have beſtowed five ſouls upon 
man, as well as three : But ſeeing he, 
and many of his Diſciples, believe 
theſe to be three, and yet theſe three 
to be but one; I admire why they 
ſhould be ſo nice, as not to beheve 
that pious myſtery of the holy Trinity: 
whereof, in my opinion, his trinity of 
the foul is as appoſite an emblem, as 
was the conceit of a fimple Clown, 
who being askt, how he could appre- 
hend the three glorious: perſons to 
be but one? did fold his garment in 
three pleats, and thereafter drew 
. Out all three in one. 

As 
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As ' the heraldrie of our reaſon 
cannot blazen the fſoul's i»»preſſa 3, ſo 
can it not help us to line out its de- 
ſcent : and ſuch would appear to be 
the excellency of that noble creature, 
that Heaven and Farth ſeem to con- 
tend, the which ſhall be the place of 
Its nativity. Divines (who are ob- 
liged to'contend for He#ven, becauſe 
they are its more immediate Penſi- 

© oners) will have it to be created and 
infuſed 5 whereas Philoſophers (am- 
bitions to have fo noble a compatriot, 
and willing to gratifie nature, which 
aliments their ſublime meditations) _ 
contend, that it is ex traduce, and is in 
generation, the bodies other twin. 
And albeit it would appear from 
Scripture, that God accomyliſh'd the 
Creation the firſt' feven days, and 
that nature did rhen paſs child-bear- 
ing': Yet, that, in my judgment, 
muſt be meant of the Creation of + 
whole ſpecies, and not of viduals: 
And to preſs the ſouls not traduction, 


E ſhall lend only one argument, not 
2 becauſe 
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becauſe it 1s the beſt, but becauſe 
it is my own. We ſee, that there 
where the ſoul is confeſsd to be 
ex traduce, as in brutes and vege- 
tative creatures ,. that nature, at it 
were, with a pencil, copies the young 
from off the old. The young Ly- 
onsare ſtill as rapacions and roaring 
as were theis Syres from whoſe loyns 
they deſcended : and theRoſe be- 

ing pousd op by the falt nitre which ' 
makes it vegetative, ſpreads the 
ſame leaves, and appears with the 
ſame bluſhes or paleneſ; that beautif- 
..a..cd its eye-pleaſing predeceſſors. The 
, © *reaſon of which continual afſimula- 
*, 7 thon,proceeds from the ſeed?s having, 
-7:4£1n its boſom all theſe qualities and 
ſhapes, which appear thereafter in 
its larger products, whereof they 
were but a Map, or Index. Where- 
as man reſembles never, at leaſt not 
oft, thoſe who ere called his parents: 
_ _thevitiousand tall father, having oft 
C EE Jow , but virtuous children, which 
_ _* ſhows, that the ſoul of man is not de- 
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rived by generation, and that the 
foul beſtowed upon the ſon's body, is 
moſt different and aſymbolic to that 
which lodged in the father. And 
this may be farther confirmed by 
that excellent paſlage, Prov. 20. 27. 
where it 1s ſaid, that the wnderſtand- 
ing of man is the candle of the Lord. 
Our Soul is God's Image, and none 
can draw that Image but Himſelf; 
we are the ſtamp of His divine na- 
ture, and ſocan only be formed by 
Himſelf, who 1s the glorious Seal. 


. From this divine principle, that 
man's ſoul is made after God's Image, 
Iam almoſt induced to believe, that 
propheſie is no miraculous gift beſtowed 
upon the ſoul at extraordinary occa- 
fions only, but is a natural (though 
the higheſt) perteCtion of our humane 
nature : For, if it be natural for the 
ſtamp, to have impreſs'd upon it all 
the traits that dwell uporr the face of 
the Seal 3 then it maſt be natural to 
the ſoul, which is God's 7z#preſſa, to 

K 3 have 
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have a faculty of foreſcerng 3 fince 
that is one of God's excellencies. Al- 
beit I confels, that that Stamp is here 
infinitely be-dimnYd an4 worn off 
as alſo, we know, by experience, that 
men, upon a. death-bed, when the: 
ſoul begins ( being detached by 
ſickneſs from the bodies {lavcry) 
to ad, like it ſelf, do foreſee: and: 
foretell many remote and improba- 
ble events: and for the ſame rea+ 
ſon I do think predidions, . by 
dreams, not to be- extraordinary 
revelations, but rather the pro- 
duds . natural of a rational foul. 
And it fagacions men can beſo 
ſharp-ſighted in this ſtate of glimme- 
ring, as to foreſee many events 
which fall out, why may we. not 
fay, that man, if he were rehabili- 
tated in the former ſtate of pure -na- 
ture, might, without any extraordi- 
nary, afhiſtance , foreſee and pro- 
pheſie ? For, there is not ' ſucha diſ- 
tance betwixt that foreſight and 


propheſie, as is betwixt the two, 


ſtates 
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ſtates of innocency and corrupti- 
on; according to the received no- 
tions, which men have ſetled to 
themſelves of that primitive ſtate of 
Innecency. 

From the ſame principle, may it 
likewiſe be deduced , that natur- 
al reaſon cannot but be an excellent 
mean , for knowing, as far as is 
poſſible, the glorious nature of God 
Almghty : He hath doubtleſs light- 
ed this candle, that we night, by 
it, ſee Himſelf - and how can we 
better know the Seal, than by look- 
ing upon its impreſſion. And if 
Relipion and its myſteryes , cannot 
be cormprehended by reaſon, I con- 
fels it 18' a pretty jeſt, to hear ſuch 
frequteht reaſoninzs amongſt Church- 
men ;-' 'in matters of Religion. 
And albeit faith and reaſon be look'd 
upon as' Jacob ant! Eſav, whereof 
the younger only hath the bleſlmg, 
and are, by Divines, placed at 


the two oppoſite points of the Di- 


amneter 3 yet upon a ſuperficial 'in- 
K 4 quuy, 
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quiry, it would appear, by the 


Laws of his Country, that faith is but 
ſublimated reaſon, calcined by that 
divine Chymica] fire of Baptiſme 3 
and that the ſoul of man hath lurk- 
ing, in it, all choſe virtues and 
faculties which we call Theological ; 
ſuch as faith, hope and repentance : for 
elſe David would not have prayed, 
Talighten Lord, my eyes, that Imay ſee 
the wonders of thy Law ; but rather, 
Lord, beſtow new eyes upon me. Neither 
could the opening of Lidias heart, 
have becn ſuftcient for her- conver- 
ſion, it theſe preexiſting qualities kad 
not becn treaſur'd up there form- 
erly : So that it would appear, that 
theſe holy flames lark under the 
aſhes of corruption, untill God, by 
the breath of His Spirit (and that 
wind which bloweth where it liſt. 
eth) ſweep them off : And that God, 
having once made man perfe&t in 
the firſt Creation, doth not, in hisre- 
generation, ſuper-add any new fa- 
culty (for elſe the ſoul had not at foo 

en 
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been perfect) - but 'only removes all 
obſtructing unpediments. 


CHAP. XIV. 
Of Faith and Reaſon. 


| hy always aſhamed, when I hear 
K zeaſor called the ſtepmother of 
faith, and proclaimed rebell againſt 
God Almighty; and ſuch declared 
traitors, as dare. harbor it, or ap- 
py in its defence. Theſe are ſuch 
ools as they who break their Prof- 

pes, becauſe they bring not home 
to their ſight the remoteſt objeRts z 
and are as injuſt as Jacob had been, 
if he had divorced from Leah, bee 
cauſe ſhe was tender-cyed : whereas, 
we ſhould not put ont the eyes of our 
underſtanding, but ſhould beg from 
God the eye-ſalve of His Spirit for 
their illumination, Nor ſhould we 
daſh the: Proſpect of our reaſon, a- 
| oainſ} 
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gainſt the rocky walls of diſpair 3 but 
ſhould rather waſh its gl:fles with 

the tears of unfeigned repentance. * 
Ever fince faith and reaſon have 
been, by Divines, ſet by the ears, 
the brutiſh multitude conclude, thoſe 
who are moſt reaſonable to be leaſt 
religious; and the greateſt ſpirits to 
be the leaſt ſpiritual : a conceit moſt 
inconfiſtent with that divine parable, 
wherein thoſe who recet ved theman 

talents, improved them to the be 
advantage, whilſt he who had but 
one, laid it up in a napkin: * And it 
ismoſt improbable, that God; would 
chooſe low ſhrubs, and not tall Ce- 
dars, forthe building of his glorious 
Temple. And it is remarkable, that 
God,. m the old Law, refuſed to ac- 
cept the firſt-born of an afle m fa- 
crifice, but not of any other creature. 
And ſome, who were content to be 
called Atheiſts, providing they were 
thought Wits, did take adyantage, 
m this, of the Rables ignorance, and 
authorized ;by their deviliſh inventi- 
| on, 
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on, what was at firſt but a miſtake : 
and this unridles to us that myſtery, 
why the greateſt Wits are. moſt fre- 
quently the greateſt Atheiſts. | 
When I conſider, how the An- 
gels, who have no bodies, ſinned be- 
fore man 3; and that brutes, who are 
all body, fin not at all, but follow 
thepure didates of nature 3 I am in- 
daced to believe, that the body is 
rather injuitly blamed for Being, 
than that really it is, the occaſion of 
fin z and probably , the witty ſoul 
bath, in this,'cunning]y laidi over up- 
on its fellow, that wherewith it felf 
is only to be charged. What influ- 
ence can fleſh or blood have upon 
that which is immaterial?no more {ure 
than the:caſe hathupon/ the Watch, 
or-the Heavens upon its burgefling 
Angels? And ſee wenot, that when 
the ſoul hath. bid the: body adien, 
it remains a carcaſs, fit nor able for 
nothing ? I believe, that the body be- 
ing a clog to'it, may flow its purſuite 
after obje&s; and that.x may Oc- 
caſion 


Aa 
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calion , indireQly, ſome ſins of 0- 
miſhon: For , we ſeepalpably, that 
cating and drinking dulls our de- 
votions 3 but, I can never under- 
ſtand how ſuch dymb Orators , as 
fleſh and blood, can perſuade the foul 
to commit the leaſt fin. And thus, 
albeit our Saviour ſays, that fleſb and 
blood did not teach Peter to give hin 
his true Epithets; neither indeed could 
it: Yet, our Saviour 1mputes not 
any actual in to theſe pithleſs cauſes. 
And ſeeing our firſt fin hath occaſi- 
oned all our after-{inning, certainly, 
that which occaſioned our firſt fin 
was the main ſource of finning, and 
this was doubtleſs the ſoul : for, our 
firſt ſin being an immoderate deſire of 
knowledge, was the effe& and pro- 
dn& of our ſpirit, becauſe it was a 
ſpiritual finz whereas had it been 
olattony, luſt or ſuch like, which ſeems 
corporeal, the body had been more 
tohave been blamed for it. And in this 
conteſt, I am of opinion, that the ſoul 
wins the cauſe, becauſe itis the beſt 
Orator. CHAP. 
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CHAP. XV. 


Of the fall of Angels, and what 


their ſin was. 


Hat was the occaſion of the 

firſt Il, is much debatedCand 
moſt deſervedly) amongſt Moraliſts, 
for, that which was good could not 
produce that which was evil ; ſeeing 
that which works miſcheif cannot be 
called good. Nor can we aſcribe _ 
the efficiency of the firſt evil to evil : 
for then the queſtion recurrs , what 
was the cauſe of that evil 2 And by, 
this, the ſuppoſition is likewiſe de- 
ſtroyed , whereby the evil enquired 
after, is ſuppoſed to be the firſt evil : 
but, if we enquire, what could pro- 
duce in the Angels that firſt fin, 
whereby they forteited their glory? 
we will find this diſquifition moſt 
myſterious. And it is commonly be- 
leved, 
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leived, but by what revelation I 
know not, that their pride cauſed 
their fall 3 and that they catch'd their 
bruiſe in climbing; in deſiring to be 
equal to their Creator, they are be- 
come inferior to all their fellow Cre- 
atures. Yet, this ſeems to me moſt 
ſtrange, that theſe excellent ſpirits, 
whoſe very fubſtance was light, and 
who ſurpaſſed far, man, in capacity 
and underſtanding , ſhould have fo 
erred, as to imagine. that equality 
ferfable : a fancy which the fondeſt 
of men could not have entertained, 
And it wereimprobable to fay, that 
their error could have fpronted at 
firſt from their underſtanding ; and 
to think it to have been fo grofs, as 
that fallen man doth now admire it - 
but, why may we not rather think, 
that their firft error was rather 4 
crookedneſs 1n their will, than a 
bhndnefs in their jadgment, and that 
they fretted to ſee Man, whom they 
knew to be mferior to themſelves, 
by many ftages,made Lord of all that 
pleaſant Creation , which they gazed 
on 
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on with a ſtareing mazes And ' that 
this opinion is more probable, ap- 
pears, becauſe this Sin was the far 
more batting, ſeeing it appeared with 
all the charms, wherewith either 
pride, vanity or avarice could busk 
itz and explicates better to us the oc- 
caſion of all that enmity with which 
that Serpent hath always ſince pur- 
ſned filly man. But , whether God 
will fave juſt as many believers as 
there are fallen of theAngels,none can 
determine 3 neither can it be ration- 
ally deduced from that Scripture, 
Statuit terminos gentinum, juxta nnmer- 
un Angelorun: Dei. But if it pleaſe 
God ſo to order it, it will doubtleſs 
aggrage their puniſhment , by rack- 
ling their diſdain. 

And ſeeing the Angels have never 
obtained a remiſſion for this crime, it 
is probable, that the ,,. +... 4. 
———— of their = ark, fy Ps 
in 1s, in us, the fin 4g} the boly Ghoſt. 
againſt the holy Ghoſt. 

For, if their lapſe had been par- 
donable, 
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donable, ſome one or other of them 
had, in all probability eſcaped 3 bur, 
if this was not that unpardonable in, 
Iſcarce ſee where it ſhall be found. 
For,to ſay that it is a hating of Good, 
as God, is to make it unpracticable, 
rather than unpardonable : For, all 
creatures appete naturally what is 
good, and God, as Gold, is good 3 
So that it is impoſſible that He can 
be hated under that reduplica- 
tion. 

It may be likewiſe conjefured, 
that voluntary and deliberate facri- 
ledge is thefin againſt the holy Ghoſt; 
becauſe Ananias and Saphira, in with- 
holding from the Church, a part of 
the price for which they ſold their 
lands, are, by Peter, ſaid to have 
lyed, not to man, but to the holy 
Ghoſt; and his wife is there ſaid to 
have tempted the Spirit : but, ſeeing 
both of them reſolved to continue in 
the Church (a reſolution inconſiſtent 
with the ſin againſt the holy Ghoſt) 
and ſeeing many fins are more hein- 
ous, 
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ous, I cannot interpret this lying ta 
the holy Ghoſt to be any thing elſe 
but a fin againſt light, in which moſt 
penitents have been involved : albeit, 
I confeſs,this wasa groſs eſcape, ſeeing 
it rob'd God of His omniſciency , 
and ſuppoſed that He was not privy 
to ſuch humane aftings as have not 
the Sun for a witneſs.. I do then con- 
clude, that the fin againſt the holy 
Ghoſt may rather be a reſolute un- 
dervaluing of God, and a ſcorning 
to receive a pardon from Him : and 
this is that which makes the Angels 
fall irrecoverably, and, like the flam- 
ing ſword, defends them from their 
re-entry into thatParadiſe from which 
they are exiled... And albeit to fay, 
that the Angels rebellion flows from 


God's denying them repentance, may 7», ,”: 
ſuit abundantly well with His unſtain- 


able Juſtice 3 yet; it is hard to recon- 
cile it with his mercy. And this 
makes my private judgment place 
the unpardonableneſs of this fin, not 
in God's Decree, but in thew obdu- 

L ration 
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ration and rebellious impenitency : 
And the reaſon why thoſe who com- 
mit this fin are never pardoned, is, 
becauſe a pardon 15never fought. That 
place of Scripture wherein Eſa is ſaid 
to have ſought the bleſſing with tears 
and not to have found it,a{toniſhes me: 
Yet, I believe, that if his tears had 
ſtreamed trom a ienſe of his guilt more 
than.of his puniſhment, doubtleſs he 
had not wept 1n vain 3 and 1n that he 
teard,he was no more to be pytied,far 
leſs pardoned, than a Malefa&or, who 
upon the ſcaffold grants ſome few 
tears to the importunity of his tor- 
tures, but ſcornes to, acknowledge 
the guilt of his crime 3 for, pain, 3, 
contvating our bodies, ſtrains out that 
liquid matter, which thereafter globe s it 
ſelf ir tears ;, there could come no 
holy water from the pagan font of 
Eſax's eyes3 and if his remorſe could 
have piercd his own heart, it had 
eaſily picrc*d Heaven. Whilſt others 
admire, I bleſs God, that He hath 
closd up the knowledge of that un- 
pardon- 
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. pardonable fin under his own privy 
Seal : for, ſeeing Sathan tempts me 
to fin with hopes of an after pardon, 
this bait is pulPd off his hook, by the 
fear I ſtand under, that the Sin to 
which I am tempted, 1s that Sin which 
can expect no Pardon, and albeit it 
be cuſtomary amongſt men to beacon 
and ſet a mark upon ſuch ſhelves and 
rocks as deſtroy patlengers ; yet, 
that is only done where commerce is 
allowed and fayling necetlary; Bur, 
ſeeing all fin is forbidden, God was 
not obliged to guard us with the 

knowledge of that fin, no farther 

than by prohibiting us not to fin, but 

to ſtand in awe. 
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CHAP. XVL 


ee CRP 


Of Man's fall. 


Hat firſt fin whereby our firſt 
Parents forfeited their primt- 

tive excellencies was ſo pitiful a frail- 
L 2 ty 


id 
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ty, that I think we ſhould rather la- 
ment , than enquire after it. To 
th nk that anApple had in it the ſeeds 
of all knowledge, or that it could 


aſſimilate him to his Creator , and . 


could, in an inſtant, fublimate his 
nature, was a frailty to be admired 
in one of his piety and knowledge. 
Yet, I admire not that the breach of 
ſo mean a Precept was puniſh'd with 
ſuchappearing rigor;becauſe,the eaſier 
the command was, the contempt 
was proportionally the greater; and 
the firſt crimes are by Legiſlators 
puniſhed, not only for guilt, but for 
example : But I rather admire what 
could perſuade the facile world to 
believe, that Adam was created, not 
only innocent, but even ſtored with 
all humane knowledge 3 For, belides 
that,we have no Warrant from Scri 
ture for this alledgiance, this his call 
eſcape ſpeaketh far otherwiſe. 

And albeit the Scripture tells us, 
that man was created perfe&: yet, 
that infers not that man was _ 
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ſhed with all humane knowledge : 
For, his perfeftion conſiſted in his 
adoring of, and depending upon 
God, wherein we ſeethoſe are exact- 
eſt, whoſe judgments are leaſt peſter- 
ed with terreſtrial knowledge ; and 
leaſt diverted with unneceflary ſpe- 
culations. And thus it appears, that 
thoſe Sciences, after which his poſte- 
rity pants, were not intended as no- 
ble apparages of that rational foul, 
but are rather toyiſh babies buskt up 
by falln man, whereby he diverts 
himſelf from reflefting too narrowly 
upon his native frailty, And thus 
Scripture tells us, that God made man 
perfeF, but that he ſought out to Himſelf 
many inventious where pertettion 
and invention ſeem to be Kated as 
enemies ; and it is palpable that thoſe 
Sciences, which are by us lawrel'd 
and rewarded, are ſuch as were in- 
conſiſtent with that ſtate of innocen- 
cy, ſuch as Law, Theology and Phy- 
ſick. And as for the reſt, it is a 
ſurd to think, that Adam's happinels 
L 3 did 
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did conſiſt in the knowledge of thoſe 


things which we our felves account 
either impertinent or fuperfluous.But, 
that which convinces me moſt of 
this, is that we forfeited nothing by 
Adanr's tall, which Chriſts death rc 
ſtores not to us 3 wherefore, ſecing 
Chriſt by his own, or his Apoſtles pro- 
miſes, hath not aſſured us of any 
ſublunary or ſchool knowledge 3 
nor hath our experience taught us, 
that Sciences are entailed upon the 
Saints. I almoſt believe, that Adam 
neither poſleſt theſe before, nor yet 
loſt chem by his fall. Neither think 
I St. Paul the more imperfe&, that 
he deſired to know nothing but 
Chriſt and him Crucified : So that 
the difference betwixt Adam and his 
ſucceſſors, ſtood more in the ſtraight- 
neſs of his affe&ions, than in the 
depth of his knowledge. For, al- 
beit it be believed that the names 
whereby he baptized the creatures 
were tull hiſtories of their natures, 
written 1n ſhort hand 3 yet, this 1s 

) but 


Or Stoick. 145 


but a conjecture authorized by no 
holy Text. It is a more civil 
error in the Jewiſh Talmudiſts, to 
think that all the creatures were 
brought to Adaz, to let him ſee, that 


there were none amongſt them fit to 


be hiscompanion, nor none ſo beauti- 
ful as Eve ; thanit is in their Cabaliſts 
to obſerve, that the Hebrew word, 
ſignifying #242, doth, by a tranſpoſi- 
tion of letters, fignifie likewile , 
benedition; and the word ſignifying 
woman, makes up malediFion. It we 
ſhould take a charafter of Adam's 
knowledge from the Scriptures, we 
ſhall find more imprudence charged 
upon him than upon any of his Suc- 
ceſlors : For, albeit the filly woman 
was not deceived without the help of 
ſubtilty z yet Adam finned upon a 
bare ſiggeſtion, and thereafter was ſo 
ſimple, as to hide himſelf, when God 
called him to an account ; as if a 
thicket of trees could have ſconced 
him from his all-ſceing Maker 3 and 
when he was accuſed, was ſo fimple, 
L 4 as 
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as to think his wives commands ſuf. 
ficient to exoner him ; and ſoabſard, 
as to make God Himſelf ſharer with 
him in his guilt, the woman who thou 
gaveſt me, &C. 


a- There is more charmin xcoahing 
> 7 <new knowledge, than in re 


ectin 
upon what we have already vain'd, 
(as if the ſpecies of known objedts 
did corrupt, by being treaſurd up 
in our brains) And this induces meto 
believe, that our ſcantneſs of native 
knowledge, is rather a happineſs 
than a puniſhment ; the Citizens of 
London or Paris are not fo tickled by 
the Gght of thoſe ſtately Cities, as 
ſtrangers who were not born within 
their walls; and I may fay to ſach, 
as,by ſpelling the Starrs,defire to read 
the fortunes of others, as our Saviour 
ſaid to Peter, when he was deſirous 
to know the horoſcope of the belov- 
ed Apoſtle, What is that to thee? What 
can it advantag2 us toknow the cor- 
reſpondence kept amongſt the Plan- 
ets, and to underſtand the whole 
Anatomy 


Or Stoick. 147 


Anatomy of natures Sceletor ; in gaz- 
ing upon whoſe parts, we are oft- 
times as ridiculous as children, who 
love toleaf over talidouce Pictures ; 
for in both variety is all the uſury 
that can be expected, as the return 
of our time and pains + and if we pry 
ilyanto this ſinall maſs of our preſent 
knowledge , we ſhall find, that our 
knowledge is one of the fertileſt foun- 
tains of our miſery : For, do not 
ſuch as know that they areſick, groan 
more heavily than a Country Clown, 
who apprehends nothing till extre- 
mity creates in him ſome ſenie? And, 
doubtleſs the reaſon why children 
and ideots endure more, and drunk- 
en men eſcape more dangers than 0- 
thers, 1s becauſe albeit they cannot 
provideſuch apt remedies, yet, they 
are leſs acquainted with what they 
cel than we are. Are not thoſe who 
underſtand that they are affronted, 
more vexd than ſuch as are ignorant 
of theſe mistortunes 2 And thoſe who 


foreſee the changes and revolutions, 
which 
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which are to befall either their 
friends or their Countries, are there- 
by more ſadly diſeaſed, than he who 
ſees no farther than his noſe. Our 
Saviour wept when He did forſee, 
that one ſtone of Jer»ſalexe ſhould not 
be left upon anotherzand when Hazael 
askt Eliſhawhy he wept,he told him,it 
was becauſe he did foreſee what miſ- 
chief Hazael was to doin Iſrael. Let us 
not then complain of the loſs of Adam's 
knowledge, but of hisinnocency 3 we 
know enough to ſave us, and what is 
more than that tharis ſuperuflous. 
Adam cannot be thought to have 
been the firſt ſinner, for Eve finned 
before him 3 So that albeit it ſeem a 
Paradox, yet it ismoſt probable, that 
albeit Adam had for. ever abſtained 
from eating the forbidden fruit , his 
poſterity had been ſtill as miſerable as 
now they are ; ſeeing the guilt of 
either of the Parents had been ſafh- 
cient to daſh the innocence of the 
children. For, as the Scripture tells 
us, Whocan þring a clean thing =_ 
0 
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of an unclean ? And David, in that 
Text, which of all others ſpeaks moſt 
expreily of original ſin, layesthe guilt 
upon her, and confeſleth only , that 
his mother had conceived him infin, 
As Adam was not the firſt ſinner, ſo 
the eating of the Apple may be juſt- 
ly thought not to be thefirſt ſin z Exe 
having, before his cating the Apple, 
repeated moſt falſely the Command. 
For, whereas God did aflure them, 
that in that day they did eat the fruit they 
ſhould ſurely dye: Ewe relates it thus, 
Ze ſhall not eat the fruit, leſt ye dye, re- 
preſcnting only that as a contingent 
which was molt certain : and where- 
as God had only ſaid, ye ſhalt rot cat 
of the ſruit of the tree, Eve ſays, God 
ſaid, ye ſhall not torch it 5 which it 
may be turniſhed the ſerpent with this 
argume:1t to cheat her 3 Ye ſee God 
hath deccived you, for the fruit may 
be touched without danger, why 
may it not be eaten without hazzard? 
and it is probable, that he hath fail- 
cd in the one as well as in the other. 
But 
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But to abſtract from this, it carmot 
be ſaid, that the eating of the forbed- 
der fruit was the firſt ſin ; fur, before 
Hdame did eat thereof, he behoved 
both to believe the Serpent and miſ- 
believe his Maker ; and thus -iſ-be- 
lief was the firſt fin: For after he 
had credited the Serpents report , he 
was no longer innocent, and ſo he 
did not eat the Apple till after his fall. 

t wiſer are thoſe Divines, who 
debate,whether Adams falling-ſickneſs 
and fn had become hereditary , if 
our predeceſſors had come out of his 
loins before he ſinned, than thoſe 
who combated for the largeſt ſhare of 
the King of Spazz's gold.jit it had been 
to bedivided ? 

In the Almighties procedure a- 
gainſt poor Adam for this crime, His 
infinite mercy appears to admiration; 
and God foreſeeing, that man might 
ſharpen the ax of juſtice too much 
upon the whetſtone of private re- 
venge, ſeems to have, in this proceſs, 
formed to him, an exa& modle of In- 
quiſition 
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quifitton. For, He arraigns and cries 
Adam, Adam , where art thou ? He 
ſhews him his dittay, Haſt thou eat of 
the fruit whereof 1 commanded thee that 
thou ſhouldeſt not eat £ He allows him 
exculpation, Who told thee? and in or- 
der thereto,did examine the woman, 
upon whom Adam did transfer the 
uilt. - And albeit nothing could e- 
cape His omniſciency, and that He 
did ſee Adam eat the Apple; yet, to 
teach Judges that they ſhould walk 
according to what is proved, and not 
according to what they are them- 
ſelves conſcious to, He did not con- 
demn him till firſt he ſhould have a- 
confeſſion from his own mouth. And 
thus, Ger. 18. 21. the Lord fayes, 
Becarſe the cry of Sodom is great——1 
will go down and ſee whether they have 
done altogether according to the cry of 
it, &&c. And in the laſt place, al- 
beit the fatal decree did bear, Ix that 
day that thou eateſ# thereof, thou ſhalt 
ſarelydie 3, yet, were his days pro- 
longed nine hundred and thirty year 
after 
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after the fin was commited. It is too 
curiousa diſquiſition to enquire how | lent 
God can be ſaid to be merciful, mercy || fer + 
being the mitigation of juſtice 3 of | Bei 
which His pure nature cannot be cap- {| ralt 
able, ſeeing whatever He wills is juſt; | thai 
And ſo He cannot be thought, in any in 

thing which He wills, to recede from | Sav 


juſtice: and ſo can no more proper ſho! 
ly be faid to be merciful, than one chit 
A& can be both the Law and the clui 
mitigation of the Law. ButI will | wb 
preſsno point of this nature, know- be. 
ing that humble modeſty is the beſt Nur 
Theology. not 
-f bie 
OW 

CHAP. XVII. anc 

as, 

Of the Stile of Geneſis. _ 

ph! 


He Vatican off Paganiſm cannot, 


for. the maleneſs of it's ſtile, _ 
match that matchlets Book of Geneſrs, = 
whereof each ſentence ſeems a quarry :. 


of rich meditations, and each word c 
a ſpell, ſufficient to conjure the Devil ” 
of 
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of Delphos. Might not that excel- 


lent expreſſion, Let us make man af. 9 


ter our image, convince any of the 
Being of a Trinity, who deny plu- 
rality of Gods? It is wonderful , 
that the Saturn-humor'd Jew can, 
in this paſſage , miſ-take his own 
Saviour 3 and it 1s ſtrange that he 


ſhould not, from the triangular ar- * 


chiteqture of his own heart, con- 
clude the Trinity of the God-head, 
whoſe temple it was appointed to 
be. Albeit I be an admirer of this 
nurſe of Cabaliſm ; yet, I approve 
not the conceit of thoſe-doting Rab- 
bies, who teach that God, from His 


own mouth , indited both the words © 


and matter of the Pertatench; where- 
as, He furniſhed only to the other 
Prophets © the matter and ſabje& un- 
phraſed : | for, not only did God pro- 
miſe, that he ſhould put His words' 
in their mouths, but likewiſe, they” 
preface thus their own prophetfies, 
In the days of ſuch a King, the Word' 
of the Lord cameto ſuch a Prophet, 
ſaying, 
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ſaying, &c. Neither is this conceit 
conſiſtent with that high eſteem , 
which they, (even in this) intend 
for their patron, Moſes3 ſeeing it 
allows him leſs truſt from his divine 


Maſter , than the other Penmen of 
Scripture had repoſed in them, 


CHAP. XVITL. 
Why Man: fell. 


bi ! Hat brain hath too little pia avs 


- ter,that 5 t00 curious to know, 
w ” God, who evidences fo great a 
deſire to ſave poor man, and is ſo 
powerful, as that his ſalvationneed- 
ed ever have run the hazzard, if 
His infirit wiſdom had ſo decreed. 
did yet ſuffer him to fall : For, if we 
enteronce the hiſt of that debate, our 
feaſon is too weak to bear the bur- 
den of ſo great a difficulty. And al- 
beit it may be anſwered, that God 
might 
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might have reſtrained man, but that 
reſtraint did not ſtand with the free- 
dom: of man's will whichGod had be- 
ſtowed upon him 3 yet, this anſwer 
ſtops not the mouth of the difficulty. 
For certainly, if one ſhould detain a 
mad man from running, over a pre- 
cipice, he could not be thereby ſaid 
to have wronged his liberty : and 
ſeeing man is,by many Divines, allow- 
ed a freedom of will, albeit hemuſt 
of neceſiity do what is evil, and that 
his freedom is falvd by a liberty to 
chooſe only one of more evils,it would 
appear ſtrange why his liberty might 
not have confiſted- well enough with 
a moral impoſlibility of ſinning, and 
might not have been abundantly con- 
ſerved in his freedom to chooſe one 
of more goods : 'yet, theſe reaſon. 
ings are the calling God to an ac- 
count 5 and ſo 1mpious. For, if 
God had firſt created man ſurrounded 
with 'our preſent” infirmities , could 
we- have complained ?2 Why. then 
ſhould we now complain , ſeeing we 

M are 
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axe butfallin to a bettereſtate than we 
deſerved ; ſeeing we:ſtumbled not for 
want of light , but becanſe we extin- 
ou(h?d- our own lights and ſeeing our 
Saviours dying for us may yet re- 
inſtate 11s in an happier eſtate than that 
from which we are now fall'n? 


. 5, + Albeit the glaſs of my years hath 


'* = notyet turn'd fiveand-twenty,yet; the 
curioltty I have to ons. difterent 
limbo*s of departed fouls, and to, view 
the card. of the regignofdeath,wauld 
gve-me.abundande-gf.; courage:toen- 
counter this King of; terrars, Fhough 
I were a Pagan: But,when I confader 
what joys: are prepared for them who 
fear the Almighty; and what crazineſs 
attends -ſich as fleep; in Metbuſalew”s 
Cradle,l pity them. who make /ovg-life 
one of the ofteſt repeated Petitions, of 
theirPator noſter;and.yet,thoſe ſuxeare 
the more advanc'd.in,. folly,wha deſire 
to have their natnss; enſhrin'd, after 
death, im the airy-memunent of, fayee-: 
Whereas: tt 1s one; of the promiſes 
made tothe Eleft,” That. they, ſoailreft 


fron 
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from their labors, and their works ſhall 
follow thenz., Moſt mens mouths are fo 
foul, that it is''a'puntiſhment- to be 
much in them : tor. my own -part, I 
defire the ſame good offices from any 
200d name that I do fron thy cloaths; 
which 4s.to skreen mts from the. vio- 
lence of exterior accidents. | 
Asthoſe Criminals, might be judg*d 
diſtxa&ted, who being candemned to 
die, would ſpend their ſhort reprival 
in diſputg about. the ſituation. and, 
fabric ..of their gibbets: So may Þ 
juſtly. think thoſg. zterat; mad, who 
ſpend: the ſhort time allotted them 
for Repentanoe, in debating abour 
the ſeat of Hell, . and. the torments of. 
tortyr d.ſpirits: "Fo ſarisfie my -ourt- 


olity, i, was,.once, xclolv'd, with the ® 


Platonic, ro take the. promiſe, 9 [ome 
dying, fsiend,that bc. ſhon}d refurnand 
ſatisfie. me in all ; my:private doubts 
concerning hell and. heaven z: yet I 
was juſtly afraid, . that he might have 
return'd;- me the fame anſwer which 
Abraham return'd to Dives, Have they 
M 2 not 
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uot Moſes and the Prophets ? if they hear 
not them , wherefore will they be perſua- 


ded though one ſhould riſe from the dead? 


— 


CHEAP, . HIL, 
A Refutation of the Millenarians. 


He Mrlenars Ephimerides , 
which aſlure us, that: Chriſt 

ſhall reign a thouſand years with the 
Saints on earth, 1s as ſenſnal an o- 
pinion as that of the Trks, who make 
Heaven a brothel, wherem we ſhall 
fatisfie our Venereous appetites; for 
the one ſhews the vainglory and vin- 
diftive humor of the Saints, as pal- 
pably as the other ſhews the luſt of 
the Mahumetans. If Chriſt's reigning 
ſo many years be for convincing - the 
world that he is the real Meſſzah,their 
herefie ſhould have ante-dated his 
. coming » and his reign ſhould rather 
have begun long ſince, when many 
ages were to be converted; or at 
leaſt it ſhould not have been thruſt 
out upon the ſelvage and border of 
tune, 
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time, when very tew ſhall remain to 
be convincd : and if in this they in- 
tend a diſplaying of Chriſt's glory, 
certainly they are miſtaken ; for what 
honor can it be for a King, to have 
his foot-ſtool made his Throne ? So 


that I think , theſe poor Phanatics 


have taken the patronage of this error 
rather by neceſſity than choice, all 
other opinions and conceits being 
formerly preengaged to other Au- 
thors. 


CHAP. XX. 


The Author's Cenſure of this Eſſay, and 
an Account of his Deſign. 


S Tam not able, by the Jacob's 
ladder of my merits, to ſcale 
Heaven; ſo' am [I leſs able, by the 
Jacob's ſtaff of my private ability, to 
take up the true altitude of its my- 
ſteries. I have traveld no farther in 
M 3 Theology 
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' Theology than a |Sabbath-days jour- 
ney.z.and therefore, it werg,arro- 
gance 1nme to offer a map of it tothe 
credulous world : But,-it F were war- 
thy to. be-conſulted in theſe ſpiritual 
ſecuritics, ' I ſhould adyiſe every pri- 
vate Chriſtian; rather to ſtay ftill in 
the barge of the Church -with the 0- 
ther Diſciples, than by an Hl bridled 
zeal, to hazard drowning alane with 
Peter, by offering to walk upon the 
unſtable ſurface of his own fleeting 
and water-wceak fancies, though with 
a pious reſolution to meet our Savi- 
our. For, albeit one may be a real 
Chriſtian , and yet differ from the 
Church, which ſays, that the wiſe 
men who came to bow befote our 
Saviour's Cradle-throne, were three 
Kings, and in ſuch other opinions as 
theſe, wherein the fundamentals of 
faith and quiet of the Church are no 
ways concerned; yet certainly, he 
were no wile man- himfelf, nor yet 
{ound Chriſtian, who would not, 
cven 1n theſe, bow the flag of his pri- 
vatc 
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vate opinion to the commands of the 
Church. The Church is our Mother, 
and therefore we ſhould wed no o- 
pinion without her confent who 1s 
our Parentz or if we have raſhly 
wedded any, it is in the power of the 
Church and her Officials to grant us a 
divorce. As for my ſelf, my vanity 
never prompted me to be ſtandard- 
bearer to any, either new Sect, or 
old Herelie 3 and I pity ſuch as love 
to live like Pew-kecpers in the Houſe 
of God, buſied in ſeating others, 
without ever providing a room for 
themſelves. If there be any thing in 
this Diſcourſe which may offend ſuch 
asarereally pious,it ſhall much grieve 
me, who above ail men honour them 
moſt. - What I have ſpoken againſt 
caſes of Conſcience and the like , 
ſtrikes not againſt their Chriſtian fel- 
lowſhip and correſpondence, but a- 
gainſt the apiſh topperics of pretend- 
ing counterfcits. It ſhall always be 
my endeavour, for the future, rather 
to drop tears for my own fins and the 
M 4 {ins 
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not Moſes and the Prophets ? if they hear 


not them , wherefore will they be perſua- 
ded though one ſhould riſe from the dead? 


— 


CHAP. XIX. 


AR efutation of the Millenarians. 
He Mrlenars Ephimerides , 
which aflure us, that' Chriſt 
ſhall reign a thouſand years with the 
Saints on earth, 1s as ſenſual an o- 


pinion as that of the Tarks, who make _ 


Heaven a brothel, wherem we ſhall 
fatisfie our Venereous appetites; for 
the one ſhews the vainglory and vin- 
diftive humor of the Saints, as pal- 
pably as the other ſhews the laſt of 
the Mahumetans. If Chriſt's reigning 
ſo many years be for convincing - the 
world that he is the real Meſſiah,their 
herefie ſhould have ante-dated his 
. coming , and his reign ſhould rather 
have begun long ſince, when: many 
ages were to be converted; or at 
leaſt it ſhould not have been thruſt 


out upon the ſelvage and border. of. 
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time, when very few ſhall remain to 
be convinc'd : and if in this'they in- 
tend a diſplaying of Chriſt's glory, 
certainly they are miſtaken ; for what 
horior can it be for a King, to have 
his foot-ſtool made his Throne ? So 
.that I think , theſe poor Phanatics 
have taken the patronage of this error 
rather by neceflity than choice, all 
other opinions and conceits being 
Oy preengaged to other Au- 
thors. 


CHAP. XX. 


The Author's Cenſure of this Eſſay, and 
an Account of his Deſign. 


S I am not able, by the Jacob's 
ladder of my merits, to ſcale 
Heaven; ſo' am TI leſs able, by the 


Jacob's ſtaff of my private ability, to 


take up the true altitude of its my- 
ſteries. I have travel'd no farther in 
M 3 Theology 


160 The: Vitwoſo 
' Theology than a +Sabbath-days jour- 
ney, 34nd therefore ,. it wers,arro- 
gance ine tp offer a map of it to-the 
credulqus world :  But.-it F were war- 
thy to.be-conſulted/in theſe ſpirtual 
ſecurities, ' I ſhonld adyiſe every © pri- 
vate Chniſtian; rather to ſtay ftill in 
the barge of the Church .with the.o- 
ther Diſciples, than by an Hl bridled 
zeal,” to hazard drowning alane with 
Peter, by offering to-walk upon the 
unſtable ſurface of his own fleeting 
and water-weak fancies, though with 
a pious reſolution to meet our Savi- 
our. For, albeit one may be a real 
Chriſtian , and yet differ from the 
Church, which ſays, that the wiſe 
men who came to bow befate our 
Saviour's Cradle-throne, were. three 
Kings, and in ſuch other opinions as 
theſe, wherein the fundamentaly_ of 
faith and quiet of the Church areno 
ways concerned ; ; yet. certainly, he 
were no wie iman- himfelf, nop-yet 
ſound Chriſtian, .. who: would not, 
even 1n theſe, boy: the flag of his ipri- 
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vate opinion to the commands of the 
Church. The Church is our Mother, 
and therefore we ſhould wed no o- 
pinion without her confent who 1s 
our Parent; or if we have raſhly 
wedded any, it is in the power of the 
Church and her Officials to grant us a 
divorce. As for my ſelf, my vanity 
never prompted me to be ſtandard- 
bearer to any, cither new Se, or 
old Herelie; and I pity ſuch as love 
to live like Pew-keepers in the Houſe 
of God, buſied in ſeating others, 
without ever providing a room for 
themſelves. If there be any thing in 
this Diſcourſe which may otfend ſuch 
asarereally pious,it ſhall much grieve 
me, who above all men honour them 
moſt. » What I have ſpoken againſt 
caſes of Conſcience and the like , 
{ſtrikes not againſt their Chriſtian fel- 
lowſhip and correſpondence, but a- 
gainſt the apiſh fopperies of pretend- 
ing counterfcits. It fhall always be 
my endeavour, for the future, rather 
to drop tears for my own fins and the 
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ſins of others, then yrk for their con- 
verfion : our prayers help ſuch as ne- 
ver heard them, whereas thoſe only 
who read our diſcourſes are better'd 
by them. Abraham's prayers prevail- 
ed more with God (even for Sodom) 
than :Lot's reitterated Sermons 3; and 
no wonder that the ſucceſs be unequal, 
ſeeing in the one we have to do with 
a merciful God; whereas in the other 
we mult perſuade a hard-hearted 
people. 

I intend not to purchaſe, from po- 
ſterity, the title of Reformer, ſeeing 
moſt of theſe have falln under 
the ſame guilt z and have had the 
ſame fate, with that curious Painter; 
who having drawn an excellent face, 
as happily as could have been expect- 
ed from the ſmootheſt mirror, did 
thereafter daſh it afreſh upon the ſug- 
geſtion of cach intrant, till at laſt he 


reformed it from being any way like 
to the Original. 


Divinity differs in this from all o- 


ther £ciences, that theſe being inven- 
ted 
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ted by mortals, receive growth from 
time and' experience; whereas, it be- 
ing penn'd by the ommmitcient Spirit 
of God, can receive no addyion 
without receiving prejudice. It is 
moſt remarkable, that our Saviour's 
Prayers, His Sermons and the Creed, 
delivered to us by his Apoſtles, were 
roomed up 1n far narrower bounds 
than theſe of our times, which an hy- 
drophie of 11] concotted opinions hath 
ſwelld beyond their true dimenſions : 
many whereof have either been 
brooded by vanity or intereſt ; or elſe 
ignorant and violent defendents be- 
ing brought to a bay, by ſuch as im- 
pugn'd their reſolv*d-upon principles, 
have been forc'd to aflert theſe by- 
blow and preter-intentional texets 3 
and having once floored them have 
thereafter ' judg'd themſc,ves' con- 
cerned to defend them, in point of 
Scholaſtic honor. Some well-meaning 
Chriſtians likewiſe , do ſometimes, 
for maintenance of what is lawful and 
pious, think, that they may lawfully 
advance 
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advance opmions , which:-otherwiſe 
they. would never. have allowed of ; 
and-as in nature we ſee, that the col- 
hiGop. of two hard bodies makes them 
rebound fo much the farther from 
one another: So oppoſition makes 
both patries fly into extremities. Thus 
I believe, that the debate betwixt 
Roman-Catholirs and Proteſtants , 
concerning the Virgin Mary, have 
occaſion'd., in ſome amongſt both, ex- 
preſiions, if not heretical, yet at leaſt 
undecent. Thus a great many Cor- 
feſſrons of Faith become, like Noah's 
Ark, a receptacle of clean and un- 
clean - and which is alſo deplorable, 
they do, like ordinary Dyals, ferve 
only for uſe in that one meridian for 
which they are calculated, and by 
riding twenty miles ye make them 
heterodox. I-ſpeak not this to the 
diſparagement of our own Church, 
(which I reverence 1n all its Precepts 
and Pradtices) but to beget a bluſhing 
conviction in ſuch as have diverted 
from it; and. whoſe Conventicles, 
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compared with our ,Fernſalew, reſem- 
ble only the removed huts of thoſe 
who live apart, becauſe they are fick 
of the Plague. | | 

Tam not at a maze, to ſee men. ſo 
tenacious 'of contrary: principles in 
Rehgion: for, man's thoughts being 
vaſt and various, he fnatches at e- 
very. offered ſuggeſtion ; and if by 
accident . he entertain any of thoſe 
many, as a divine 4mmifſtion, he 
thereafter thinksit were blaſphemy to 
bring that thought to the iſt of rea- 
ſor, becauſe he hears that faith is a- 
bove reaſon 3 or to relinquilh it, be- 
cauſe - the'» common ſiftrage of his 


Countery runs it counter, ſeeing he 


1s taught even by them, that the prin- 
ciples of belief muſt not be choſen by 
the Pole. 

And ſeeing faith 18 above reaſon, (al- 
beit, as I ſaid formerly, it would feem 
otherwiſe.) } wonder not to fee, even 
the beſt temper'd, Chriſtians, think 
that which is not their own religion 
20 be therefore ridiculons. 5 

y 
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My deſign all alongſt this Diſcourſe 
butts at this one principle, that Specu- 
lations in Religion are not ſo neceſſary, 
and are more dangerous than ſincere pra- 
Fice. Itis in Religion as in Heraldry, 
the fimpley the Bearing be, it is ſo 
much the purer and the ancienter. I 
will not ſay that our School-diſtindi- 
ons are the impreſſtionsof the devils 
cloven foot 3 but may ſay, that our 
piety and principles ſcarce ever grow 
after they begin to fork in ſuch di- 
chotomies 3 which , like Jacob and 
Eſay, divide and jar as ſoon as they 
are born, and betwixt whom, the 
poor propoſition, ont of which both 
did ſpring, is, like a maleta&or, moſt 
lamentably dragd to pieces. . I have 
endeavoured to demonſtrate, that 
dogmaticalneſs and paralytic ſcep- 
ticiſine, are but the 'Apocrypha of true 
Religion 3 and I believe-the one be- 
gets the other, as a toad begets a 
Cockatrice : For the Sceptic per- 
cerving, that the magiſterial Dogma- 
iſt erres (as- thoſe muſt erre ſome- 
| where 
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where who aſſert too much) even in 
thoſe things whereof he affirms, he is 
as ſure as of any principle in Religion, 
(which is their ordinary ſtile) he 
finding out their error in one of their 
principles, 1s thereby embold'ned to 
to contravert all. This being the 
lcope of this Eſſay, I wiſh that thoſe 
who read, expound it as Divines do 
parables, Qu2 nor ſunt argumentatina 


ultra ſnun ſcopuns. 


CHAP. XXI. 
The Author”s Apology. 


Doubt not but ſome will think me 
no leſs abſard in writing againſt 
vanity, whilſt I am ſo vain my ſelf as 
to wnite Books,than the Philoſophers 
were judged of old, for denying mo- 
tion whilſt their tongues movd 1 
their cheeks; but, to theſe my anſ- 
wer ſhall be, that finding many gro- 
veling in their errors, have , -—ing 
ay, 
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Bffay, proffer'd; them my. affiftance z 


not:to ſhew my ſtrength but my com-" 


pdſſron. The mnmltitude (which albeit 
it-Hhath ever been allowed'many heads 


yet was never: allowed any” brains): 


will doubtleſs aecaſe my Studies of a- 
dultery, for- hugging contemplations 


ſo "&tcentric''ts my employment 4: 


to theſe my retarn's, that theſe pa- 
pets are but the\pairings of: my other 
Studies; and becauſe:they were birt: 
pairings, I have flung them out into 
the ſtreets. I wrote themin my re- 
tirements when/Þ-wanted bdth books 


and employment, and I reſolve that - 


this ſhall be the'laſt niroadÞÞall ever 
make into forreign contemplations. 
There are ſome: thoughts wnthis piect 
which may feem to rebell-agaih(t - the 
enpire of. the; Schools ;:!;ytet ,.. whor 
knows but ttty-Watcli goes: right, al 
beit: it: agree not. with: !the!- public 
Clodk.of the: City; efpecidlly! where 
the {im - of 'Riphtcouſhels hath» riot} 


bypointing clearly! the dyalof: Faithy 


ſhewed which of the two dre: 1n the 
.., EITOT > 
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error ? There are ſome expreflions in 
it, which cenſure may force to ſpeak 
otherwiſe than they haye.in. commiy 


{ſions 3 yet none of, them got-room 


in this Diſcourſe, untill they firſt gave 
an account of their delign to'2 moſt 
pious and learned Diyine-: and fo, it 
way be the lines are of themfſclyes 
ſtreight, albert they lye not paralleld 
with each cenſurers croaked rule;; As 
this Diſcourſe intends, for the Dwines 
of our Church, all, reſpedts; fo all 
that isin it, is moſt freely her 
to their cenſure. 


| "The Author \intended bay Diſcourſoowly 
x 
F. 


x 


as an Introdution to the Stoics Mo» 
rals,. but arnth he will, for many 


gears, ſtop her 
POSTCRIPT. 


Y the Laws ofthis Country p.6L 
and elſewhere,the Author means 


that Religion which is ſetled by Law. 
*. In other Fxpreſlions the Author ye- 
commends himſelf to the gloſs of the 
readers charity. The 
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XVIII. 


Providence 
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